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NEWS FROM THE 
MUSLIM WORLD

DUTCH CABINET APPROVES PARTIAL 
BAN ON ISLAMIC VEIL

GAMBIA OFFERS TO RESETTLE ALL 
ROHINGYA REFUGEES

TURNING A CHURCH INTO VENICE'S 
FIRST MASJID

The Dutch cabinet has approved a proposal for 
a partial ban on face-covering Islamic veils on 
public transport and in public areas such as 
schools and hospitals. “Face-covering clothing 
will in future not be accepted in education and 
healthcare institutions, government buildings 
and on public transport.” The ban would not 
apply to wearing the burqa or the niqab on the 
street, only for security reasons or “in specific 
situations where it is essential for people to be 
seen”, the Dutch prime minister, Mark Rutte, 
told journalists after a cabinet meeting. 

Those flouting the ban, if it is enforced, could 
be fined up to €405.

Gambia says it will take all Rohingya refugees 
as part of its “sacred duty” to alleviate the 
suffering of fellow Muslims flooding south-
east Asia to escape oppression.

“The government of the Gambia notes with 
grave concern the inhumane condition of the 
Rohingya people of Myanmar – especially 
those referred to as 'boat people' – currently 
drifting in the seas off the coast of Malaysia 
and Indonesia. As human beings, more so 
fellow Muslims, it is a sacred duty to help 
alleviate the untold hardships and sufferings 
fellow human beings are confronted with,” 
stated the official statement of the Gambian 
government. 

In a tranquil corner of Venice's Cannaregio 
district stands a handsome church with an icing 
sugar white baroque facade. Its origins stretch 
back to the 10th century, but the last mass 
celebrated here was in 1967.

On 9 May 2015, Santa Maria della Misericordia 
has become a religious and public space once 
more; reborn as a Masjid, the first in the city's 
long history. 

Venetian Muslims, as well as Muslim visitors to 
the city, will now be able to walk to the daily 
Salaah instead of taking an hour-long trip to 
the nearest Masjid, in the industrial 
heartlands of the Veneto mainland. 

Behind the doors of the church is now a 
recognisable Masjid, complete with Wudhu 
facilities, prayer carpets, a Mihrab and 
calligraphic inscriptions.

Ramadaan is a month wherein we 
train our inner selves to comply 
and submit to the commands of 
Allah Ta'ala. We refrain from the 
what is normally Halaal for His 
pleasure thereby building the 
aptitude to stay away from what is 
Makrooh and Haraam.

 With the advent of Ramadaan we 
feel within ourselves a change, a 
revo l u t i o n , a n  a u t o m a t i c  
inclination to increase in virtue and 
refrain from vice. It then follows 
naturally that many people choose 
Ramadaan as a starting point for 
kicking bad habits and addictions 
out of their lives.

One of the greatest addictions of 
the modern age is the addiction to 
the cell phone. It has become for 
many people a life companion and 
an inseparable partner. 

There are many a spouse who wish 
to trade places with their spouse's 
cell phone due to the constant 
attention it receives. This is no 
wonder as an increasing number of 
people  make their cell phones the 
last thing they see at night, the first 
thing in the morning, on the dining 
table, at work and even in the toilet. 

While this type of behavior is 
problematic, it is only the tip of the 
iceberg. The content that is 
accessed on the phone is the real 
problem.

Our phones are gateways to 

information, good and bad. What 
we are sadly witnessing is that the 
bad is accessed far more than the 
good. Flaunting our personal lives 
on social media, chatting and 
flirting with the opposite gender 
and the constant watching of 
pornography have become a part 
of the daily schedule. 

The situation has become so bad 
that even the Masjids are not safe. It 
has been witnessed in many 
Masjids that during the Taraweeh 
Salaah, there are youths sitting at 
the back of the Masjid sharing and 
viewing pornographic material.

We must strive to arrest this 
behaviour for our own salvation 
and that of our families. Use 
Ramadaan as a catalyst to break the 
grip cell phones exercise over our 
lives. Delete the filth from our 
phones. Uninstall the games and 
apps that are not essential and 
leave the phones at home when we 
go to the Masjid. Every home 
should have a basket where every 
member of the family leaves his 
phone while he is attending the 
Masjid.

Ramadaan is the month to improve 
ourselves in all that is good. 
Disconnect yourself from your 
phones and you will experience 
more fulfilment at home, at work 
and most importantly in your 
relationship with  Allah.

Break The 
Cell Addiction
Break The 

Cell Addiction



Zakaat
Ramadhaan, the month of fasting, is also the time when 
many Muslims calculate and discharge their Zakaat. One of 
the fundamentals of Zakaat is to discharge Zakaat to eligible 
recipients. The onus is on the individual to verify the Zakaat 
eligibility of the recipient.

Individuals experiencing difficulty in discharging their 
Zakaat may forward their Zakaat to the Jamiat and have 
their Zakaat discharged to eligible recipients verified by 
Ulama.

It is of great concern that many individuals hand 
over their Zakaat to beggars standing at traffic 
lights. Many of these individuals are “professional” 
beggars who make so much money that it is 
compulsory on them to pay Zakaat let alone 
receive it.

Zakaat Nisab: R 4,220.39 as at 15 June 15 / 27 Shabaan 1436

Waste Not, Want Not
Iftaar is the time that the fasting person enthusiastically 
awaits. Indeed, Rasulullah r has stated, 

 (Bukhari)

As a natural consequence of this, the dastarkhan (eating 
cloth) for Iftaar is well-laden in many Masjids. What has 
unfortunately been noticed in some Masjids, is that 
unfinished food is wrapped up in the dastarkhan and thrown 
away.  This wastage must end. 

On a personal level, each person should ensure that 
whatever he brings should be consumed and the extra 
should be taken home or given away. The Masjid should 
appoint responsible brothers to ensure that whatever is 
brought for the Iftaar and not eaten is gathered and 
distributed to the poor.

This is part of the gratitude that is due to Allah for the 
food that He provides. 

 (Quran)

“For the fasting 
person there are two moments of joy; the joy of Iftaar and 
the joy at the meeting of his Rabb.”

“If you are grateful, I will 
certainly give you more.”

Sadaqatul Fitr
î Sadaqatul Fitr is Waajib (compulsory) upon all Muslims: 

men, women and children, who on the Day of Eidul Fitr 
are owners of the Nisaab of Zakaat.

î The father has to pay the Fitrah on behalf of his minor 
children. It is not obligatory upon the husband to pay 
Fitrah on behalf of his wife. She is responsible for her 
own Fitrah.

î The Fitrah should be paid before the Eid Salaah. Fitrah 
can be paid in advance but it is not permissible to delay 
the payment of Fitrah after the Day of Eid.

î Fitrah can only be paid to ‘the poor’ i.e. those who are 
entitled to accept Zakaat. Fitrah cannot be utilized for 
any charitable purpose other than the poor.

Rasulullah r said: 
(Targheeb)

“The fast remains suspended between 
heaven and earth until the fitrah is paid.” 

Sadaqatul Fitr for 2015 in KZN is R18.00 (Hanafi)

Sadaqatul Fitr determined by MJC is R33.00 (Shafi)

Taraweeh – Personal Hygiene
Among the etiquette of the Masjid, Rasulullah r was most 
particular about personal hygiene. It was the standing 
command of Rasulullah r that anyone who ate from an 
offensive, odour-producing vegetable like onions or garlic 
must not enter the Masjid at the time of Salaah.

Rasulullah r states: 
 

(Muslim)

Many Masaajid are faced with the following issues:

Generally, people shy away from pointing out issues of 
hygiene, thus we should each introspect and adopt 
corrective measures if necessary.

Whoever eats from this foul 
smelling vegetable must not come near our Masjid.

r Individuals who continuously burp throughout the 
Taraweeh Salaah thereby producing foul odours and 
offending fellow Musallees.

r Individuals who smoke and do not take measures to 
eliminate the smell from their mouths and bodies.

r Individuals with poor personal hygiene who fail to 
cleanse themselves thoroughly before salaah.

Fidya

The Fidyah amount is R18.00 per fast.

Fidya is the charity paid by those who are unable to fast in 
lieu of their fast.  For 
a 30 day Ramadaan the total amount would equal R540.00. 

Fidya can only be paid once the month of 
Ramadaan has commenced.
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All Praise to Almighty Allah and the Choicest Salawaat and 
Salaam on our Noble Nabi Hazrat Muhammad r.

We are fortunate indeed to once again witness the beautiful 
month of Ramadhan, the month of mercy, forgiveness, 
generosity, fasting, Barakah, Dua, Ibaadat, obedience, 
Taraweeh, Sehri and Iftaar. The month that heralds the arrival 
of the night of Laylatul Qadr, the atmosphere of good deeds 
and actions, the general feeling of Brotherhood in the 
Ummah and so many other wonderful aspects. This is 
certainly an opportunity to maximise and capitalize on the 
unlimited, infinite treasures of our Nourisher and Sustainer, 
Allah Ta'ala. This is a month when the Divine Mercy is not 
raining, but pouring on the Ummah! 

We take this opportunity to apprise the Muslim community 
of the work the Jamiat is undertaking.

The Fatwa department 
attends to over 50 queries by email and telephone daily. The 
Fatwa department also provides assistance in drawing up of 
Islamic wills as well as issuing certificates of distribution of 
estates. Mediation and Arbitration services are also provided. 
Important 'Questions and Answers' pertaining to Islamic 
practices are sent via email on a daily basis to thousands of 
recipients throughout the globe. Subscribe to this service by 
sending a request to . 

The Jamiat's Welfare 
Department which is located in Victoria Street, Durban sees 
to the needs of hundreds of households monthly, providing 
for essential requirements such as rentals, lights and water, 
rates, medical needs, and groceries, etc. Recipients are 
attended to daily at the office with careful screening and 
networking with other welfare bodies to avoid duplication 
and wastage of public funds.

 In April 2015 the 
Jamiat launched its new local relief initiative called PROJECT 
H.E.L.P. (Helping Empower Local People). The aim of this 
project is to intensify our efforts to accomplish much more 
local welfare relief efforts amongst our fellow impoverished 
South Africans within our indigenous communities. 

ISLAMIC LAW - FATWA DEPT.: 

newsletter@jamiat.org.za

COMMUNITY WELFARE: 

LAUNCH OF PROJECT H.E.L.P.:

XENOPHOBIC VICTIMS RELIEF: In response to an 
appeal from the Mayor's office, PROJECT H.E.L.P. undertook 
its first relief efforts in assisting xenophobic victims at the 
Isipingo Beach camp for xenophobic refugees. In total, four 
relief operations were conducted the last of which took 
place on Thursday,  April 23rd, 2015. The Project H.E.L.P relief 
team provided a freshly prepared lunch to over 1200 
displaced victims at the camp. Mattresses and blankets were 
also distributed to families that had just arrived at the camp.

 Alhamdulillah, on Friday, 22nd May 2015, 3800 Qurans were 
dispatched from our offices to Malawi. These Qurans will be 
distributed in 174 makaatib across 140 towns/villages across 
Malawi. 

 

 

 As the Syrian conflict enters its fifth year, millions of refugees 
are caught in alarmingly deteriorating conditions, facing an 
even bleaker future.  The Jamiat is embarking on a collection 
drive to distribute food this Ramadaan to Syrian families on 
the Turkish-Syrian Border. The Jamiat has completed 
successful Syrian Relief distributions in the Ramadaans of 
2013 and 2014.

Your support enables the Jamiat to continue assisting the 
Ummah. May Allah Ta'ala alleviate the suffering of the Ummah, 
and may you and your family have a most spiritually enriching 
Ramadhan,  Aameen.

Moulana  Ahmed  Yusuf  Mahomedy - Ameer

QURANS FOR AFRICA PROJECT UPDATE

Donors are requested to kindly note that as we 
currently have sufficient funds for the Quran project, we are 
not taking any donations until further notice.

Cost per food carton (approx 21kg) is R500.00.

SYRIAN REFUGEE RELIEF RAMADAAN 2015

Banking Details

Nedbank,  Argyle Road (131426)
Jamiatul Ulama (KZN) Relief Account
Account Number: 1355 154049
Reference: Syria Food Project (Lillah and Zakaat)

Surplus funds (if any) will be used for relief wherever and whenever the need arises.



QURBANI Q&A
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Q. What is the status of Sehri in Ramadaan?

Q. Is it okay to use toothpaste or toothpowder whilst fasting?

Q. Does the use of an injection break the fast?

Q. Does the use of a drip break the fast?

Q. Can I have a blood test done whilst fasting?

Q. Does a woman have to keep qadha of fasts missed due to 
menstruation?

Q. Does vomiting break the fast?

Q. I need to insert medication into my eye on a daily basis. 
What is the status of my fast?

Q. If I have a wet dream whilst fasting is my fast still valid?

Q. Is a fasting woman allowed to breastfeed her baby?

A. Sehri is a Sunnah practice. Rasulullah r is reported to 
have said, "Partake of Sehri, for verily there is barakah 
(blessings) in Sehri." (Bukhari)

A. It is reprehensible (makrooh) to do so. (Jawaahirul Fiqh)

A. An injection does not nullify the fast. (Fataawa Raheemiya) 
However if medicine is injected directly into the stomach, 
the fast would break. 

A. It does not. (Fataawa Mahmoodiya)

A. Yes, you could do so provided that it does not weaken 
you whereby fasting becomes difficult.

A. Yes, Sayyidatuna A'isha j reports from Rasulullah r 
that a menstruating woman will keep the qadha of missed 
fasts. There is no qadha for Salaah missed during menses. 
(I'laaus Sunan)

A. The fast is only broken if one induces vomiting and 
thereafter vomited a mouthful of vomit. (Hindiyyah)
The definition of “mouthful (vomit)” is that which one 
cannot hold back in one's mouth without difficulty.

A. Inserting medication into the eye, whether liquid or 
non-liquid, does not nullify the fast. (Hindiyya)

A. Yes, the fast is still valid. (Shaami)

A. Yes, this is permissible. It will not invalidate the fast.

RAMADAAN Q&ARAMADAAN Q&A
Q. I have a terminal illness and am unable to fast. How do I 
compensate for the missed fasts?

Q. I am writing exams during Ramadaan and find it difficult 
to concentrate. Can I delay my fast until after Ramadaan?

Q. Does the usage of an asthma pump break my fast?

Q. Is it compulsory on an expectant mother or a nursing 
mother to fast? Are they required to fast after Ramadaan if she 
has the missed fasts or can she just pay the Fidyah?

Q.  Does smoking invalidate one's fast? 

Q. Is it permissible for a female to insert medicine into her 
private part whilst fasting? 

Q. How is Kaffaarah fulfilled?

A. People who are permanently unable to fast may 
compensate for the fast by discharging Fidya to poor 
Muslims. The amount of Fidya is the same as Sadaqatul 
Fitr. This money may not be discharged before Ramadaan.

A. It is not permissible to do so. Keep your fast and pray to 
Allah Ta'ala to make it easy for you. (Fataawa Raheemiya)

A. It is advisable for asthmatics to use the pump at Sehri 
and Iftaar time. The pump may be used in the event of an 
asthma attack. However, this will break your fast and a 
Qadha will have to be kept.

A. If she cannot manage the fast and on the advice of a pious 
experienced Muslim physician/doctor, fasting is 
detrimental to her health or that of her child, then fasting 
will not be compulsory on her. She will have to make 
Qadha when she is able to do so. Fidyah will not suffice.

A: Yes, it does invalidate one's fast.

A: Any form of medicine inserted into the internal part of a 
woman's private will invalidate her fast. Similarly, 
inserting any medication/suppository in the back  passage 
of a male or female invalidates the fast.

A: Kaffaarah may be fulfilled in the following two ways: 

1) Fasting for two months consecutively without missing a 
single fast, 2) Feeding sixty poor people. 

It should be remembered that if one has the ability to fast 
then one cannot adopt the second method; rather, one will 
have to fast for sixty days continuously.

And Allah knows best.


