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In the name of Allaah, the Beneficent, the Most Merciful  
1. Read in the name of your Rabb Who created… 
2. …Who created man from a clot of blood. 
3. Read and your Rabb is most Magnanimous… 
4. …Who taught by the pen. 
5. He taught man what he did not know.  
 
Hadhrat Aa'isha (R.A) reports that Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-

sallam) was in the cave of Hira when divine revelation came to him for 

the first time. Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam) used to 

frequent the cave and took food along with him because he would spend 

many days there.  

 

One day, an angel approached him in the cave and said, “Read!” When 

Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam) said that he was unlettered 

and therefore unable to read, the angel embraced Rasulullaah 

(sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam) so hard that he experienced great 

difficulty. Thereafter, the angel repeated the command to read and 

Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam) gave the same reply. For the 

second time, the angel embraced Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-

sallam) in the same manner. When he released Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-

alayhi-wa-sallam), he repeated the question. Again Rasulullaah 

(sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam) told him that he was unable to read and 

again the angel embraced him.  

 

Thereafter, the angel said, “Read in the name of your Rabb who 

created, Who created man from a clot of blood. Read and your 

Rabb is most Magnanimous, Who taught by the pen. He taught 

man what he did not know.”  

 

Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam) repeated what the angel said 

and then the angel left. Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam) 

immediately left for home in a very frightened state. He said to his wife 

Hadhrat Khadijah (R.A), “Cover me! Cover me!”  

 

When she covered him, he lay down for a while until the fear subsided. 

He then recounted the incident to Hadhrat Khadijah (R.A). [Bukhari Vol. 

1 Pg. 3, 4 and Muslims Vol. 1 Pg. 88] 

 

The verses of Surah Alaq were therefore the first verses of the Qur'aan 

revealed. After a while, Allaah revealed the verses,  

“O you wrapped in garments. Stand up and warn. Announce the 

greatness of your Rabb. Keep your clothing clean. Stay away 

from sin.”1 

 

 

                                           
1 Surah Muddathir (Surah 74), verses 1-5. 



 

After this, revelation began coming continuously. 

 

Allaah Ta’ala says, “Read in the name of your Rabb who created”. 

The command to read is general and does not refer to anything specific. 

This first verse of the Surah refers to Allaah’s making of the entire 

creation. Allaah’s creation is the greatest manifestation of His power by 

which we ought to recognise Him. Thereafter, Allaah refers specifically 

to the creation of man when He says that He “created man from a 

clot of blood.” Although other animals are also created in a manner 

similar to man, man needs to be more grateful to Allaah because Allaah 

granted him intelligence. Expressing gratitude includes obedience to 

Allaah, engaging in Allaah’s Dhikr and verbally expressing thanks for the 

bounties that He has bestowed on us. 

 

Allaah continues, “Read and your Rabb is most Magnanimous, Who 

taught by the pen. He taught man what he did not know.” It was 

Allaah The Creator Who taught Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-

sallam) what he knew. Knowledge is not restricted to teachers and 

books. A great deal of knowledge is not received from them. Allaah does 

not require means to educate a person. Allaah Ta’ala can teach a person 

with or without a pen, teacher or books. 
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6. It is a fact that man is rebellious… 
7. …because he considers himself to be independent. 
8. Verily the return shall be to your Rabb. 
 
9. Tell Me about the one who prevents… 
10. …a slave when he performs salaah. 
11.  Tell Me, what if the slave is upon guidance or enjoins Taqwa? 
12. Tell Me, what if he (the person) denies and turns away? 
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13.  Does he not know that Allaah is watching? 
14. Not at all. If he does not desist… 
15. …We shall definitely drag him by the forelocks… 
16. …his lying, sinning forelocks. 
17. Then let him call his company. 
18. We shall call the angels of punishment. 
 
19. Never! (His deeds cannot be condoned). You should never obey him! 

Continue performing salaah and drawing closer (to Allaah). 
 



The Ahadeeth make it clear that the above verses refer to Abu Jahal, an 

arch-enemy of Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam). He once took 

an oath by his idols Laat and Uzza that he would place his foot on the 

neck of Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam) when Rasulullaah 

(sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam) was in Sajdah. When he saw Rasulullaah 

(sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam) performing salaah in the Masjidul Haraam 

as usual one day, Abu Jahal proceeded to fulfil his oath. However, when 

he drew close to Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam), he 

immediately stepped back, shielding his face against something. When 

his companions asked him what the matter was, he replied that he had 

seen a trench of fire and a frightening creature with many limbs 

between himself and Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam). 

Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam) later mentioned that if Abu 

Jahal had attempted to do as he had intended, the angels would have 

dismembered his body. It was then that Allaah revealed the verses, “It 

is a fact that man is rebellious…” up to the end of the Surah.  

 

“It is a fact that man is rebellious…” i.e. he oversteps the 

parameters of his authority as a servant of Allaah. He then holds a high 

opinion of himself and disobeys the commands of Allaah. The reason for 

man’s rebelliousness is that “he considers himself to be 

independent.” Because man possesses wealth and good health, he 

thinks that he needs no one. He fails to realise that Allaah gave him 

everything and that Allaah can take everything away from him. Allaah 

reminds man that “Verily the return shall be to your Rabb.” 

Irrespective of how wealthy a person is, he will have to leave this world 

to stand before Allaah on the Day of Qiyamah. Wealth, health and 

children will be of no assistance in the Hereafter where one will have to 

stand alone. 

 

Referring specifically to Abu Jahal and also to all such Kuffaar as well, 

Allaah Ta’ala says, “Tell Me about the one who prevents a slave (of 

Allaah) when he performs salaah. (Is this behaviour not appalling?) 

Tell Me, what if the slave is upon guidance or enjoins (others to 

carry out acts of) Taqwa (Is it then not wicked to prevent him from his 

salaah)? Tell Me, what if he (the one who prevents another from 

salaah) denies and turns away? (What will be his plight?)”  

 

Addressing every sensible person in the above verses, Allaah thrice 

asks, “Tell me”. Allaah Ta’ala prompts the reader of the Qur'aan to 

ponder about the miserable plight that a person will suffer for 

preventing someone from salaah who follows Allaah’s guidance and who 

enjoins others to carry out acts of Taqwa. In addition to preventing 

Allaah’s slave from the most noble act of salaah, the person denies the 

truth and is averse to it. One can well imagine that such a person will 

certainly be doomed. Alluding to this person’s punishment, Allaah asks, 

“Does he not know that Allaah is watching?” Allaah watches 

everything that this person does and will punish him for his heinous 

deeds.  

 

It once occurred that Abu Jahal tried to prevent Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-

alayhi-wa-sallam) from performing salaah. When Rasulullaah 

(sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam) rebuked him for this, Abu Jahal said that 

he would fill the entire valley with troops and horses against Rasulullaah 

(sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam). Allaah Ta’ala then revealed the verses, 

“If he does not desist, We shall definitely drag him by the 

forelocks; his lying, sinning forelocks. Then let him call his 

company. We shall call the angels of punishment.”  



The verse refers to the angels of Jahannam, about whom Allaah says in 

Surah Tahreem that they are “Harsh and strong angels” who “never 

disobey what Allaah commands them and who carry out exactly 

what they have been instructed.”[Surah 66, verse 7]  

 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas (R.A) states that if Abu Jahal and his 

company tried to assault Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam), the 

“Zabaaniya” (“angels of punishment”) would have seized them 

instantly. The word “Zabaaniya” is derived from the root word “zabn”, 

which means “to push”. These angels are named such because they will 

push people into Jahannam without showing mercy. 

 

Allaah asserts, “Never!” i.e. such as person’s deeds cannot be 

condoned. Addressing Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam) 

further, Allaah states, “You should never obey him (i.e. the one who 

prevents you from performing salaah)! Continue performing salaah 

and drawing closer (to Allaah).” Although this verse literally 

instructs Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam) to prostrate in 

Sajdah, it has been translated as “Continue performing salaah” 

because the verse implies performing salaah in which many Sajdas are 

made. 

 

Hadhrat Abu Hurairah (R.A) narrates that Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-

alayhi-wa-sallam) said, “A slave is closest to Allaah while performing 

Sajdah. Therefore, engage in a lot of du’aa.” [Muslim Vol. 1 Pg. 191] 

 

Hadhrat Rabee’ah bin Ka’b (R.A) narrates that he used to spend the 

nights with Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam). Once, when he 

brought water for Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam) to make 

wudhu for Tahajjud salaah, Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam) 

told him to ask whatever he wanted. He submitted that he wanted to be 

in Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam)’s company in Jannah. 

When Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam) asked him if there were 

further requests he wanted to make, he said that this was all. 

Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam) then told him, “It shall be 

granted, but assist me against your Nafs by performing Sajdah in 

abundance.” [Muslim Vol. 1 Pg. 193] 

 

This hadith warns us that one’s Nafs will not allow one to do any good 

deed and some effort is required to progress spiritually. One may not 

rely only on the du’as of others but one should make an effort by 

carrying out as many good deeds as possible. Among good deeds, one 

of the greatest is making Sajdah. There is no act that more effectively 

expresses one’s humility and subservience to Allaah than placing the 

most honoured part of the one’s body (the head) on the ground in front 

of Allaah. For this reason, Ulema mention that Sajdah is the most 

important part of salaah. Therefore, while other postures like Ruku and 

Qiyaam take place only once during every Rakaah, Sajdah has to be 

performed twice.  

 

Allaah Ta’ala says about the accursed Abu Jahal that “We shall 

definitely drag him by the forelocks”. This denotes that he will be 

disgraced even in this world before reaching the humiliation of the 

Hereafter. Consequently, he was killed in the Battle of Badr while 

parading pompously through his lines. In fact, he was killed after being 

incapacitated by two Ansaar youngsters. "Ruhul Ma'aani" reports that 

after Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Mas'ood (R.A) beheaded Abu Jahal, he was 

unable to carry his head to Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam). 

Therefore, he had to thread a string through the ears and drag it along.  



 

Whereas the verse applies to this humiliation in this world, it also 

applies to the humiliation he will suffer in the Hereafter, when he will be 

dragged to Jahannam Allaah Ta’ala says in Surah Mu'min2, “They shall 

soon come to know when yokes will be placed around their 

necks, as well as chains. They will be dragged into the boiling 

water, after which they will be cast as fuel for the Fire.” Verse 41 

of Surah Rahman (Surah 55) reads: “The criminals will be 

recognised by their traits and will be seized by their forelocks 

and feet.” 

 

The phrase “his lying, sinning forelocks “describes the entire person. 

In fact, the expression means that his lies and sins are so profound that 

they have permeated his entire body. Therefore, the effects of these 

evils had tainted even his forelocks.  

 

In the above verses, Allaah Ta’ala thrice mentions the word “kallaa” 

(translated above as “It is a fact” in verse 6, “Not at all” in verse 14 

and “Never” in verse 19). The word either denotes emphasis (in which 

case it will be translated as “It is a fact” or “Verily”, “Certainly”, etc) 

or it may serve to rebuke someone for doing something (in which case it 

is translated as “Never!”, “No!”, etc).  

 

NOTE: The verse “Tell Me about the one who prevents a slave 

when he performs salaah” makes it clear that a Muslim does not 

prevent people from salaah. It is only a Kaafir such as Abu Jahal who 

would do such a thing. It is therefore sad to note that many so-called 

Muslims prevent their children from performing salaah by involving them 

in such occupations and insisting that they take employment at such 

institutions that do not allow Muslims to perform their Fardh salaah. In 

fact, when such children complain about this, their parents even ridicule 

them. Little do they realise that failure to perform salaah will lead their 

children to Jahannam, where all their wealth will be of no avail.  

 

In fact, many Muslim managers and directors of large companies fail to 

perform salaah and do not even allow their employees to perform 

salaah. When concerned employees request time off to perform salaah, 

these employers brush off the request saying that taking time off for 

salaah will cause the company a loss and that the employees should 

perform Qadha at home. It is Haraam to accept employment at a 

company that does not allow one to perform one’s Fardh salaah and it is 

also not permissible to assume a managerial post at such a company. It 

is unfortunate that such people look only at their worldly benefit and fail 

to show concern for the detriment they stand to face in the Hereafter.  

 

Mu'min parents have to enjoin their children to do good and prevent 

them from committing sins. When some people resign from their jobs 

after being told that their earnings are Haraam, their parents and 

relatives make absurd statements that they seem to be suffering from 

diarrhoea of Taqwa. They tell them that it is impossible to earn Halaal 

wealth and that none can avoid Haraam wealth. May Allaah save us all 

from making such foolish statements. Ameen.  

 

NOTE: A hadith of Muslim (Vol. 1 Pg. 215) makes it clear that one has 

to make a Sajdah Tilawah after reciting Surah Alaq.  

                                           
2 Surah 40, verses 70-72.  


