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In the name of Allaah, the Beneficent, the Most Merciful  
1. Verily We revealed the Qur'aan on the night of Qadr. 
2. Do you know what is the night of Qadr? 
3. The night of Qadr is better than a thousand months. 
4. The angels and the “Rooh” descend with every decree on this night 

by the command of their Rabb. 
5. It is full of peace and lasts until the break of dawn. 
 
Discussing the auspiciousness of Laylatul Qadr (The night of Qadr), 

Allaah Ta'aala says,   ِانَّا  
ُ
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“Verily We revealed the Qur'aan on the night of Qadr.” It is a 

well-documented fact that the Qur'aan was revealed bit by bit over a 

period of twenty-three years.  

 

Commentators explain that the meaning of the verse is that on the 

night of Qadr the Qur'aan was brought down from the Lowhul 

Mahfoodh to the heaven above the earth. There it was placed in the 

“Baytul Izzah”. It was from here that Hadhrat Jibra'eel (A.S) brought 

the Qur'aan to Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam). Allaah 

Ta'aala declares in Surah Baqara1, 

 

                                           
1Surah 2, verse 185. 
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 “The month of Ramadhaan is the month in which the Qur‟aan 

was revealed.” There is no discrepancy between this verse of Surah 

Baqara and the first verse of Surah Qadr because the night of Qadr is 

in the month of Ramadhaan.  

 

Allaah highlights the virtue of the night of Qadr by posing a question 

first. Allaah says,  
َ
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 “Do you know what is the night of Qadr?”  

 
Allaah Ta'aala then says, 
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“The night of Qadr is better than a thousand months.”  

This means that the person who engages in Ibaadah during the night of 

Qadr will be rewarded more than a person who engages in Ibaadah for 

a thousand months that do not include a night of Qadr.  

 

Hadhrat Abdullaah bin Abbaas (R.A) reports that Rasulullaah 

(sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam) was once told about a person from the 

Bani Israa’eel who carried the weapons of Jihaad on his shoulders for a 

thousand months. Hearing this, Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-

sallam) prayed to Allaah saying, “O my Rabb! You have granted my 

Ummah shorter lifespans than the previous nations because of which 

their deeds are less.” Consequently, Allaah Ta'aala allocated the night 

of Qadr, the virtue of which exceeds that of a thousand months. 

["Ma'aalimut Tanzeel" Vol. 4 Pg. 513] 

 

A thousand months equals eighty-three years and four months. Not 

only is the night of Qadr equal to this period of time, but Allaah 

declares that it is better than this. Only Allaah Ta'aala knows how much 

more. This night is an excellent opportunity for Muslims to accrue 

rewards and prepare their abodes in Jannah. Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-

alayhi-wa-sallam) said, “The one who is deprived of the good of the 

night of Qadr has been deprived of all good. It is only a truly deprived 

person who will be deprived of its good.” [Ibn Majah] 

 

Sacrificing a few hours in exchange for the rewards of a thousand 

months is truly a bargain. A person who earns a profit of hundreds of 

thousands for an investment of a few coppers will be exuberant.  
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The profit of a thousand months’ everlasting reward in exchange for an 

investment of a few temporary hours is a much greater profit. With this 

in mind, one will realise why the person who is deprived of such an 

opportunity is a truly deprived person.  

 

Allaah Ta'aala has been extremely benevolent in granting this 

opportunity to this Ummah whose average lifespan is between sixty 

and seventy years. By exploiting this opportunity, the members of this 

Ummah can even surpass the deeds of the previous Ummahs, the 

individuals of which lived for hundreds of years.  

 

Hadhrat Aa'isha (R.A) narrates from Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-

sallam) that the night of Qadr should be sought in the odd nights of the 

last ten nights of Ramadhaan. Any one of these nights may be the 

night of Qadr. ["Mishkaat" Pg. 182] 

 

Because many narrations have specified that the night of Qadr falls on 

the 27th night of Ramadhaan, one should make an effort to spend this 

night in Ibaadah.  

 

Hadhrat Abu Hurayra (R.A) narrates that Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-

alayhi-wa-sallam) said, 

 “Whoever fasts during Ramadhaan with Imaan and with the hope of 

being rewarded, all his previous sins will be forgiven.  

Whoever stands in Ibaadah during Ramadhaan with Imaan and with 

the hope of being rewarded, all his previous sins will be forgiven. 

Whoever stands in Ibaadah during the night of Qadr with Imaan and 

with the hope of being rewarded, all his previous sins will be forgiven.” 

 

Standing in Ibaadah usually entails performing salaah. However, it also 

includes making Dhikr and reciting the Qur'aan. Having the hope of 

being rewarded means that one’s intention should be only to please 

Allaah and one should have no ulterior motives. When one has the 

hope of being rewarded, one will feel happy to engage in Ibaadah and 

will not regard the Ibaadah as a burden. The greater one’s hope is, the 

easier it will be for one to exert oneself in doing even more strenuous 

Ibaadah. It is for this reason that the closer a person draws to Allaah, 

the more he will be engrossed in Ibaadah.  

 

One should bear in mind that Ahadeeth like the one above refer to the 

forgiveness of minor sins. Ulema are unanimous that major sins are 

forgiven only after a person sincerely makes Taubah.  
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When a person carries out good deeds, his sins are forgiven together 

with receiving rewards for them.  

 

Hadhrat Aa'isha (R.A) once asked Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-

sallam) what du’aa she should recite if she recognised any night to be 

the night of Qadr.  

Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam) advised her to recite the 

following du’aa: 

“O Allaah! Verily You are the Most Forgiving and You love to forgive. 

Forgive me.”} 

 

Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-sallam) did not teach his Ummah to 

make du’aa for wealth or property. Because the matter of the Aakhirah 

is most pertinent, he taught us to seek forgiveness from Allaah 

because Allaah’s forgiveness will ensure salvation in the Aakhirah. If a 

person is not forgiven and has to suffer punishment in the Aakhirah, all 

the wealth of this world will be useless to him.  

THE ILL EFFECTS OF ARGUMENTS 

 

Hadhrat Ubaadah (R.A) narrates that Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-

wa-sallam) once emerged from his room to inform the Sahabah (R.A) 

about when the night of Qadr would be. However, two Sahabah (R.A) 

were then embroiled in an argument. Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-

wa-sallam) said, “I had come to inform you about when the night of 

Qadr will fall. However, because certain people were arguing, the date 

of the night was lifted from my mind. Perhaps this is better in Allaah’s 

knowledge.” [Bukhari] 

 

This hadith makes it apparent that arguments are so detestable that it 

was an argument that caused Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-

sallam) to forget the date of Laylatul Qadr.  

The Advantages Of Not Specifying When The Night Of Qadr Will Be 

Ulema have cited the following advantages in Laylatul Qadr being an 

unspecified night: 

1. If Laylatul Qadr were specified, many people would have attached 

no importance at all to the other nights of the year. They would 

have then worshipped Allaah only one night a year. Since Laylatul 

Qadr has not been specified, they will spend more nights in 

Ibaadah in search of the night. 
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2. There are many people who cannot avoid sin. If Laylatul Qadr were 

specified, they would have been sinning despite knowing the 

auspiciousness of the night. This would have seriously jeopardised 

their Imaan. 
 

3. If a person was unable to engage in Ibaadah during Laylatul Qadr 

on some account, he will not be motivated to engage in Ibaadah 

during any other night. In the present situation, he will still have 

other nights of Ibaadah to look forward to.  
 

4. When Laylatul Qadr is not specified, a person will have many more 

nights of Ibaadah to his credit. 
 

5. Allaah Ta'aala is pleased to tell the angels about the Ibaadah of 

man. Now that Laylatul Qadr is not specified, the angels are told 

that man is engaged in Allaah’s Ibaadah even though he does not 

know which night is Laylatul Qadr.  
 

Besides these advantages, there may be many more. There is good in 

everything that Allaah does and it is to the advantage of the Ummah 

that Laylatul Qadr has not been specified.  
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 “The angels and the „Rooh‟ descend with every decree on this 

night by the command of their Rabb.” The majority of Ulema state 

that “Rooh” refers to Hadhrat Jibra'eel (A.S), who is referred to as 

“Ruhul Qudus” in many verses of the Qur'aan. Some commentators 

have mentioned that it refers to Allaah’s mercy. 

 

"Ruhul Ma'aani" has quoted several interpretations of 

 ُكّلِ 
ۡ
﴾۴ۙ﴿ۛ اَْملٍر  ِم    “every decree”.  

Among these is that the angels come to earth with Allaah’s blessings. 

Hadhrat Anas (R.A) reports from Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-wa-

sallam) that Hadhrat Jibra'eel (A.S) descends with a group of angels 

from the heavens on Laylatul Qadr. They then shower Allaah’s mercy 

on every person who is remembering Allaah either sitting or standing. 

When the days of Eidul Fitr dawns, Allaah Ta'aala praises man before 

the angels saying, “O my angels! What is due to a labourer who 

completes his work?” The angels submit, “O our Rabb! He deserves to 

be paid in full.”  
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Allaah then declares, “O my angels! My male and female slaves have 

fulfilled the duty that was binding on them and have now emerged 

from their homes to beg from Me. By My Honour, by my Majesty, by 

My Benevolence and by My Exaltedness! I shall certainly accept their 

du’aas.” Allaah then says to the people, “I have forgiven you and 

replaced your sins with good deeds.”  

People then leave the place of the Eid salaah in a state that they are all 

forgiven. [Bayhaqi] 

Allaah says further that the night ٌ ٰ 
َ
 is full of peace”.The angels“ س

continue to shower peace, mercy and blessings on people during the 

night. Some commentators have interpreted the verse to mean that 

the entire night of Qadr is full of peace and blessings. They say that 

Shaytaan does not have the ability to instigate people to do evil on this 

night. ["Ma'aalimut Tanzeel"] 
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“lasts until the break of dawn.”  

This verse makes it evident that the blessings of Laylatul Qadr are not 

confined to any portion of the night. It extends from the beginning of 

the night and terminates only when dawn breaks.  

The Meaning Of “The Night Of Qadr” 

Ulema have tendered the following explanations for the naming of 

Laylatul Qadr: 

 

 If the word “Qadr” is used in the meaning of “appreciation”, the 

night of Qadr will be referred to as the night of appreciation 

because Allaah Ta'aala shows appreciation for the worship of His 

devotees by granting them an extremely handsome reward. 

 

 The word “Qadr” may also be translated as predestination/destiny. 

Ulema mention that on this night, the angels are given their tasks 

for the year.  

 

 Among these tasks is the distribution of sustenance, the specifying 

of each person who is to die in the coming year, what is to happen 

to every person that year, etc. This interpretation is appropriate 

because Allaah Ta'aala refers to the night of Qadr in the fourth 

verse of Surah Dukhaan (Surah 44) when He says, “The decision 

of every matter of wisdom is passed on this night.”  
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 Because Allaah Ta'aala uses the angels to facilitate the smooth 

functioning of the system of the universe, they are given their 

instructions on the night of Qadr.  Therefore, the angels are briefed 

about every matter that has been predestined in the Lowhul 

Mahfoodh for the forthcoming year. 

 

NOTE 1: Mentioning the virtues of the night of Baraa’ah (15th night of 

Shabaan), Ulema have quoted a hadith of Hadhrat Aa'isha (R.A). In 

this hadith, she states that it is on the night of Baraa’ah that the 

decree is passed for every child to be born and for every person to 

pass away.  

 

The hadith also states that man’s deeds are presented to Allaah on this 

night and people’s sustenance descends. "Mishkaat" (Pg. 115) has 

reported this hadith from Imaam Bayhaqi (A.R). Because this hadith is 

not authentic, Ulema state that it cannot prove that such decisions are 

passed on the night of Baraa’ah instead of the night of Qadr.  

 

However, Ulema mention that it is possible that these matters are 

decreed on the night of Baraa’ah but the instructions are given to the 

angels on the night of Qadr. Allaah knows best.  

 

NOTE 2: Because the night of Qadr takes place during the night, the 

time will vary from place to place. However, the people of each place 

will benefit from the blessings of the night.  

 

NOTE 3: If one is unable to engage in Ibaadah the entire night, one 

should at least perform one’s Isha and Fajr salaahs with Jamaa’ah. 

Hadhrat Uthmaan (R.A) narrates from Rasulullaah (sallallaahu-alayhi-

wa-sallam) that  

if a person performs his Isha salaah with Jamaa’ah, he attains the 

reward of standing in Ibaadah for half the night.  

 

If he performs his Fajr salaah also with Jamaa’ah, he will attain the 

reward of standing in Ibaadah the entire night. [Muslims Vol. 1 Pg. 

232]  

 


 


