
UNDERSTANDING SALAFIYISM 
 

Rasūlullāh sallallāhu 'alaihi wa sallam said: 

 البخاري و مسلم –كلكم راع و كلكم مسوؤل عن رعيته 
Every one of you is a Shepherd and every one of you is answerable for his flock – Bukhari and Muslim 

 

 

The ‘Ulama, al-hamdulillah, are once again discharging their obligation by warning the public of dangers 

facing the Ummah externally and internally. The trials and the tribulations that the Ummah is seeing itself in 

today cannot afford the relentless attacks of the Salafiyya on the stalwarts and flag-bearers of Islam. The 

harsh attitude of some of the Salafis has created a harsh outlook in some of their followers and members. 

The biggest problem that faces this Ummah, according to them, is our mazhab and belief. Hence, we have a 

group amongst them who inherit this harsh attitude, then we have the other wise “saviors” who wish to 

deliver us from our “misguidance.”  

 

They have left no stone unturned in propagating their beliefs by way of distributing literature to the Hujjaj; 

to the public in different countries; and standing at every corner of the Haramain propagating their 

ideologies. Their “da’wah” (propagation) has left impressions on the learned and the laymen alike. It is 

always the habit of our noble ‘Ulama to instill piety in the masses, to direct their attention to the Aakhirah 

and avoid unnecessary technicalities; however, when the target for slander and disrespectful speech became 

our illustrious predecessors, it has become our duty to defend our position.  

 

The general masses including the Hajees are normally faced with the following problems: 

 

 Persistent objections on established methods of worship taking the spirit out of worship 

 Flooding of literature containing the same 

 Pasting labels of Shirk and Bid’ah on trivial matters 

 Causing confusion amongst all, especially the ladies, regarding their way of Salaah 

 Exaggerating masaa’il of secondary nature; thereby running down the Four Imams 

 Constant portrayal by literature and lecture that the Four Imams did not have sufficient knowledge 

of the Sunnah 

 

They have made painstaking efforts to break the reliance of the general masses on our pious predecessors 

including the four Imams of the Mazhabs rahmatullahi alaihim. One Arab scholar rightly expresses this 

attitude saying, they make it haraam for the people to follow an Imam and they make it compulsory for the 

people to follow them.  

 

Hereunder follows briefly what our Akaabir say regarding certain issues being promoted by the Salafiyyah.  

When some people made efforts to defame our Akaabir (pious predecessors) in front of the ‘Ulama of the 

Haram (around the year 1325 A.H.), who were the influential ‘Ulama at that time, they replied with a book 

called al-Muhannad. This was written by the learned Moulana Khalil Ahmed Saharanpuri rahmatullāhi 'alaih 

with the signatures and approval of all the famous ‘Ulama of that time the likes of Hadhrat Sheikhul Hind; 

Moulana Ashraf ‘Ali Thanwi; and Mufti Kifaayatullah rahmatullāhi 'alaihim. Following are a few excerpts 

from the book proving that these issues cannot be exaggerated and labeled as shirk. In the beginning, we 

present these issues in sequence highlighting the reason that had caused the Salafis to reach conclusions 

that making a niyyah (intention) of visiting the Qabar (blessed grave) of Nabi sallallahu ‘alaihi wa sallam; 



making salaam facing the Qabar of Rasūlullāh sallallāhu 'alaihi wa sallam; asking him to intercede on our 

behalf; using him as a medium to ask Allah Ta’ala to accept our du’as is shirk. Hence, it begins by addressing 

the issue of the Salafis denying that Nabi sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam is alive in his blessed grave: 

 

Nabi sallallāhu 'alaihi wa sallam is  alive in his Qabar (blessed grave) 

 

Question: What do you say regarding the life of Nabi sallallāhu 'alaihi wa sallam in his Qabar shareef? Is it a 

special life, or like the rest of the believers (may Allah Ta’ala have mercy on them) i.e. a barzakhi life (a 

spiritual-life of the stage in the grave)? 

 

Answer: Our stance and that of our learned predecessors is that Rasūlullāh sallallāhu 'alaihi wa sallam is alive 

in his blessed grave and his life is a worldly life; free from legal obligation. This is a speciality of Rasūlullāh 

sallallāhu 'alaihi wa sallam, all the Ambiyaa,; and the Martyrs (peace be upon them); not a transitory (grave-

type) life which is the case for all muslims; rather for people in general as Allamah Suyooti has mentioned in 

his treatise on this topic: “Inbaa’ul Azkiyaa’ ‘an Hayaatil Ambiyaa” (Informing the intelligent of the Life of the 

Ambiyaa) He mentions, “Sheikh Taqi as-Subki says, the life of the Ambiyaa and the Martyrs is like their life in 

the World and the proof for this is (the Hadith wherein it is mentioned that) Moosa alaihis salaam was reading 

salaah in his Qabar. Salaah demands a living body…,”   

 

It is established from this that his life is a worldly life in the grave. 

Our teacher, Moulana Muhammed Qasim (Nanotwi), may Allah Ta’ala bless his soul, has a special, intricate 

and valuable treatise regarding this. It has been published and found commonly. The name is, “Aabe Hayaat” 

(The Water of Life) 

 

Visiting the blessed Qabar of Rasūlullāh sallallāhu 'alaihi wa sallam  

 

Question: What do you say regarding travelling to visit the Best of Creation (may the choicest of durood and 

salutations be upon him, his family and his companions)? Which is better and more virtuous according to 

your Elders for the person visiting? Should he intend visiting Rasūlullāh sallallāhu 'alaihi wa sallam or the 

Musjid? The Wahhabiyyah say, “The traveller should only make the intention of visiting al-Musjid an-

Nabawi.” 

 

Answer: Our stance and that of our Scholars regarding visiting the Qabar of the Leader of the Ambiyaa is 

from amongst the greatest acts of worship, the most important acts of reward; the most advantageous in 

attaining high stages; in reality, near to the waajib acts; even though attaining this demands traveling, 

tedious effort and spending of wealth. One should make a niyyah (intention), when travelling, of visiting Nabi 

sallallāhu 'alaihi wa sallam (a million daroods and salaam be upon him); and one can, together with this, 

make a niyyah of visiting his musjid and other blessed places. Rather, as said by Allamah ibn al-Humam, one 

should make the sole niyyah of visiting his blessed grave (sallallahu ‘alaihi wa sallam). He will then by the 

way attain the blessing of visiting the Musjid, because in this there will be more honour and respect for 

Rasūlullāh sallallāhu 'alaihi wa sallam… This has been clearly expressed in even more detail by our Sheikh 

Moulana Rashid Ahmed Gangohi (may Almighty Allah bless his soul) in his book, Zubdatul Manaasik…and 

there is also a book of Moulana Sadruddeen ad-Dehlawi (may Allah Ta’ala bless his soul)…he has presented 

decisive arguments and clear-cut proofs. He called it, “Ahsanul Maqaal fi Sharh Hadeeth laa tashuddur 

rihaal…”    
 



Which direction should a person face, when making salaam at the Holy Qabr of Nabi sallallahu ‘alaihi wa 

sallam? 

 

Question: Is it permissible for a person making du’a to face the blessed grave and ask from Allah Ta’ala using 

His honorable Nabi as a medium? 

 

Answer: There is a difference of opinion amongst the Jurists regarding this as Mulla ‘Ali al-Qari rahimahullah 

has mentioned in Maslak al-Mutaqassit. He says, “Know well that some of our Jurists like Abul Laith and those 

who agree with him like al-Kirmani and as-Sarooji mention that the visitor (of the Blessed Qabr) should face 

the Qiblah. This is how Imam Hasan has narrated from Imam Abu Hanifah rahimahullah,” then he quoted 

from ibn al-Humam stating that whatever has been narrated from Abul Laith is opposed by what Imam Abu 

Hanifah narrated from ibn ‘Umar radiyallahu ‘anhu that he said, “It is from the sunnah that you come to the 

Qabr of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alaihi wa sallam and you face the Qabr and you say, “Assalamu’alaika Ayyuhan 

Nabiyyu wa rahmatullahi wa Barakaatuhu,” then he supported it by another narration which is narrated by 

al-Majd al-Lughawi from ibn al-Mubarak saying, “I heard Abu Hanifah saying, “Abu Ayyub as-Sakhtiyani 

arrived whilst I was present at Madinah. I said to myself, I will definitely look at what his action is. He faced 

his back to the Qiblah and his face to Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alaihi wa sallam and wept sincerely. He displayed 

a posture of a learned person,” Mulla ‘Ali al-Qari then says, “in this there is indication that this is the 

preference of Imam Saheb (i.e. Imam Abu Hanifah) after he was unsettled on the issue.” 

 

It is clear from the above that both are correct, but the preferred view is that a person should face in the 

direction of Nabi sallallahu ‘alaihi wa sallam. We give preference to this; this is our practice, as well as the 

practice of our senior scholars. The same ruling applies to du’a as has been narrated from Imam Malik 

rahimahullah when asked by one of the rulers. 

Moulana Gangohi has clearly stated this in the book, “Zubdatul Manasik.” The discussion on the Mas’alah of 

tawassul (using the medium of Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alaihi wa sallam) has passed. 

 

 

Abundant Salawaat on Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alaihi wa sallam 

 

Question: What is your position regarding excessive Salawaat on Nabi sallallahu ‘alaihi wa sallam and 

reading Dalaa’ilul Khairaat, or other Awraad (i.e. books on Durood and Salaam)? 

 

Answer: It is commendable (mustahab) according to us to read excessive Darood and Salawaat on Nabi 

sallallahu ‘alaihi wa sallam. It is the most hopeful of all worship (in attaining reward) and the best of all 

optional acts; whether this is attained by reading Dalaa’iul Khairaat and books especially written on 

Salawaat, or without these books. However, the most virtuous according to us is reading those durood which 

have been authentically proven from Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alaihi wa sallam. In any event, if someone was to 

read that which is not proven from Rasulullah sallallahu ‘alaihi wa sallam, it is not short of virtue and the 

person will deserve the virtue of, “He who reads durood on me, Allah Ta’ala will bless him tenfold,” 

Our Sheikh, ‘Allamah Gangohi as well as the other Mashaa’ikh from our elders used to read Dalaa’ilul 

Khairaat. Our spiritual mentor, Hajee Imdadullah (may Allah Ta’ala bless his soul) would verbally and in 

correspondence instruct its recitation to his adherents. They would also pass on Dalaa’il in narration and 

Moulana Gangohi rahimahullah would also give permission for it to be passed on from him as narration. 

 

 

 



Using Rasūlullāh sallallāhu 'alaihi wa sallam’s name in the du’a as a Waseelah 

 

Question: Is it permissible for a person to use Nabi sallallāhu 'alaihi wa sallam as a medium (waseelah) in the 

du’a after his demise? (e.g. O Allah Ta’ala, we use Nabi sallallāhu 'alaihi wa sallam as a medium asking You 

to accept our du’a…) 

Can one do the same with the pious predecessors: the Ambiyaa, the True Patriots of Deen, the Martyrs and 

Friends of the Almighty? 

 

 Answer: According to us, and our Scholars, it is permissible to use a medium of the Ambiyaa, the Pious 

Friends, Martyrs and True Patriots of Deen in their life and after they have passed away in this way that you 

say in your du’a, “O Allah Ta’ala, I use … (name of pious person) as a medium to you that You accept my du’a 

and that You fulfill my need,” etc. This is clearly expressed by our teacher, Shah Muhammed Ishaq 

rahmatullāhi 'alaih from Dehli who then migrated to Makkah.  

Our teacher and mentor, Moulana Rashid Ahmed Gangohi rahmatullāhi 'alaih has mentioned this in his 

Fataawaa vol.1 pg.93  

 

Following a Madhab 

 

Question: Is it permissible for a person to follow any of the four Imams in all principles and laws, or not? If 

yes, is it mustahab or waajib? Who do you follow in laws and principles? 

 

Answer: It is necessary for a person in this day and age to follow one of the four Imams rahmatullahi ‘alaihim, 

rather, it is waajib. We have noticed time and again that the consequence of abandoning the following of the 

Imams,  following one’s own opinion,  whims and fancies is falling into the trench of heresy – may Allah 

protect us – . 

Therefore, we as well as our scholars are followers of Imam Abu Hanifah rahimahullah. 

Our scholars have many treatises regarding this, which have spread far and wide. 
 

Virtue of Nabi sallallahu ‘alaihi wa sallam 

 

Question: Do you view anyone more virtuous than Nabi sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam in the Universe? 
 

Answer: It is our belief and the belief of our preceding scholars that our Chief, Master, Beloved, and 

Intercessor, Muhammed, the Messenger of Allah, sallallahu ‘alaihi wa sallam is the most virtuous of all 

creation, without exception. No one parallels him, rather no one is near his rank in closeness to Allah Ta’ala. 

He has the highest rank. He is the Chief of the Ambiyaa and the seal of the Messengers as is established by 

proof.  

This is our belief and that what we shall present to Allah. Our preceding scholars have clearly mentioned this 

in many of their books.  

(end of quotation from al-Muhannad) 
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