"C:j) Ibnu Masood Institute

dls b
Islamophobia

Opposition to Islam:

For the last few decades, Muslims have become the victims of various wars and atrocities across the globe.
Incidents of Islamophobia are always escalating; children are being victimized at schools, women are abused
because of donning the hijaab, a Muslim is denied entry into certain countries, and obviously most recently, the
horrific shooting at the two masaajid in New Zealand.

These sentiments are sparked or aggravated by the fact that the media generally terms every practicing Muslim
as a terrorist and fundamentalist. Hence, there is so much of negative remarks and comments regarding Muslims.

No New Phenomenon:

We need to understand that this is not a new phenomenon, rather it is as old as the truth. The Ambiyaa
(“alaihimus salaam) experienced opposition and were insulted in various ways as has been explained in numerous
verses of the Quraan Majeed.

In fact, when Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) received his first revelation and was taken to Waragah bin
Nawfal, who was a learned person of that time, he said to Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam), “How | wish |
were strong and could live up to the time when your people would expel you.” Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) asked, “Will they drive me out?” Waraqgah replied in the affirmative and said, “Anyone who brought
something similar to what you have brought was treated with hostility. If | remain alive till the day (when you will
be turned out), then | would support you strongly.” But after a few days Waragah passed away.’

One example is the terrible names and words that Fir‘aun used against Moosa (‘alaihis salaam). Some of them
are,
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“Indeed your messenger who is sent to you is a mad man.”
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“He (Moosa [‘alaihis salaam]) is despised and can hardly express himself?”

Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam):

The life of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) is replete with incidents of this nature.

Let alone everyone else, the person who was most vociferous in his condemnation was his own paternal uncle,
Abu Lahab. Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) would be walking in the market places inviting the people and
tribes to Islam saying,
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“O people! Say ‘laa ilaaha illallah’ and you will be successful.”
Abu Lahab would follow Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam), pelting him with stones and causing him to bleed whilst
remarking, “O people! Do not listen to him. He is a liar.”?
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Propaganda:

As the enemies of Islam nowadays devise derogatory names and labels for the Muslims, such as “terrorist”,
“fundamentalist”, “Islamic fanatic”, etc., in order to turn away people’s attention and distract them from the
beauty of Islam, the same happened in the early years of Islam as well.

Once, when some members of the Quraish assembled before Waleed bin Mugheerah who was one of their
higher-ranking elders, he said to them: “The hajj season is almost upon us and pilgrims from far-flung lands will
soon come to you and ask you about this man (Rasulullah [sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam]). So we need to formulate a
consistent opinion about him. All of us should be unanimous in our opinion about him. There should not be any
conflict of view lest we falsify or contradict one another (and this will obviously not be good for us).” They replied:
“Why do you not devise a cohesive verdict, which all of us will adhere to?” Waleed said: “You put your thoughts
forward, | will listen (and then | will formulate my opinion).”

Some people suggested: “This man (Rasulullah [sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam]) is a soothsayer.” Waleed commented:
“You are wrong. By Allah! This man can never be a soothsayer. | have had an opportunity to meet a number of
soothsayers. This man neither has a single hint of a soothsayer around him nor does his speech correspond with
the humming noises of the soothsayers.”

Some suggested that Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) is mad. Waleed replied: “No, he is not mad. | am fully
aware of the reality of insanity and mental illnesses. | don’t perceive an iota of insanity in this man.”

People said that he is a poet. Waleed remarked: “l am a poet myself. | am thoroughly acquainted with the poetic
rhythms and styles of poetry. His speech has no parallel to poetical compositions.”

The people then suggested that Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) is a sorcerer. Waleed commented: “He is
not a sorcerer. He does not blow or engage in incantations or fasten knots like the sorcerers do.”

The people finally surrendered saying: “Then what do you say?” Waleed replied: “By Allah! In Muhammad
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)’s speech is an extraordinary sweetness and alluring attraction. The roots of his speech
are incredibly fresh and its branches are fruit bearing. (In other words, Islam is like a wonderful tree. Its roots are
firm and solid in the ground and its branches, laden with fruit, are growing up to the sky.)” Waleed continued: “I
know that whatever description you have opted for, each and every one of them is baseless and fictitious.
However, | think that the description of ‘sorcerer’ would be most appropriate. | suppose we should just let it be
known to the masses that this man is a sorcerer and his speech is also bewitching. His speech triggers a rift
between husband and wife, between blood brothers and between members of the same clan. This is after all the
peculiarity of sorcery.”

Saying this, the meeting came to a close. With the approach of the hajj season, as people started streaming into
Makkah Mukarramah, the Quraish posted people onto every road leading into Makkah Mukarramah warning
every foreign pilgrim to beware of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) as he is a sorcerer. However, this
malicious strategy of the Quraish failed to harm Islam in the least. In fact, the pilgrims coming into Makkah
Mukarramah from far and wide heard about Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) due to this.>

In Our Favour:

This was the media of that time. However, it worked against them and became a means of spreading the message
of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) far and wide. In the exactly same way, the negative propaganda of today
is becoming a means of making people curious about Islam. Hence, it has become the fastest growing religion in
the world. Similarly, after the recent attack in New Zealand, although the intention of the perpetrator was to
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harm Islam and the Muslims, we are witnessing that so many non-Muslims are actually sympathizing with the
Muslims, going to the masaajid and there are even reports of some actually coming into the fold of Islam.

Tufail bin ‘Amr (radhiyallahu ‘anhu):

Another example of the negative propaganda of the Quraish turning in favour of Islam, is the following incident:
Tufail bin ‘Amr Ad-Dawsi (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) went to Makkah Mukarramah when Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) was engaged in inviting towards Allah Ta‘ala. Apart from being a man of noble lineage, Tufail
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu) was a celebrated poet and a man of remarkable wisdom.

When he came to Makkah Mukarramah, some of the Quraish informed him: “There is a man who has turned up
amongst us who has caused a lot of friction within the nation. His speech is like sorcery and black magic as it
causes hostile division between father and son, between brother and brother and between husband and wife.
You should also be vigilant of him lest you or your people fall prey to his menace. As far as possible, refrain from
listening to anything he has to say.”

The Quraish terrified him to such an extent that he inserted wads of cotton into his ears lest the speech of this
man accidentally falls onto his ears. The next morning when he went to Masjidul Haraam, he came across
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) performing salaah by the Ka’bah.

He says: “I edged closer to him and Allah Ta‘ala wanted to make me listen to some of His words. | thus listened to
these words, which | found extraordinarily pleasant and delightful. | thought to myself, ‘1 am an intelligent man
and a celebrated poet. The goodness or bad of any speech is not strange to my ears. | will definitely lend my ears
to this speech. If his words are pleasant, | will accept them and if his words are wrong, | will reject them.”

He further relates: “Subsequently, when Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) returned from the Haram, |
tagged along behind him. When he reached his house, | entered and submitted: ‘Your people have left me so
terrified of listening to your words that | have inserted wads of cotton into my ears lest | fall prey to your words.
However, the divine will of Allah Ta‘ala has disallowed this decision of abstaining from your words. Your words fell
onto my ears and | found them to be exceptionally beautiful. Why don’t you present your religion to me?’
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) then presented Islam to me and recited a portion of the Quraan Majeed
before me.” According to another narration Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) recited Surah Ikhlaas and
Mu‘awwazatain before him.” He relates: “By Allah! | have never come across any words more beautiful than the
words of the Quraan Majeed and | have not encountered anything more moderate than it. Thus, | immediately
embraced Islam.”*

Not being Apologetic:

From the above two incidents, it is clear that Allah Ta‘ala has made Islam such that it holds a natural magnetic
appeal. As Muslims, it is therefore our duty to portray true Islam to the world, to become living, walking, talking
beacons of guidance and flag bearers of our Deen.
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We must not be apologetic about our Deen or feel embarrassed and ashamed to practice it. Rather, we must
practice it in its original, unaltered and pure form as this is the Islam that has divine attraction. When the world
sees this natural beauty of Islam they will get attracted to it, as is happening in many instances presently.

The famous historian, Ibnu Ishaaq (rahimahullah) explains that when the Quraish were meting out these severe
atrocities on Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) and labelling him with all nasty names, he continued to
practice Islam openly and unapologetically.’

Feel Proud:

Instead of these negatives depressing us, they should make us feel proud, since our Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) is proud of us and has given glad tidings to those who remain firm on Deen despite being alienated,
ostracized and viewed as outsiders and strangers.
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“Verily Islam began in an estranged state and it will soon return to the estranged state in which it began. So glad
tidings are for the estranged.”

Remaining Composed:

While we will not be apologetic and not give up any of our beliefs, ways and values because of their unhappiness,
it is essential that we do not become emotional and act irrationally, even though they may provoke us.

There is a lengthy incident that had transpired when Mus‘ab bin ‘Umair (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) went to Madeenah
Munawwarah and two leaders of the Ansaar, Usaid bin Hudhair and Sa’d bin Mu‘aaz (radhiyallahu ‘anhuma), had
threatened him, but he maintained his composure and finally won them and their entire people over to Islam.”
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7 One day, as Mus‘ab bin ‘Umair (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) was delivering a sermon about the magnificence of Islam in front of a group of people, Usaid bin
Hudhair (radhiyallahu ‘anhu), bearing a spear in hand, appeared before him and demanded: “What have you come here for? Why are you misleading our
weak ones? It would be better if you left this place!”
Mus‘ab bin ‘Umair (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) replied: “Is it possible for you to sit down for a little while and listen to what | have to say? If it pleases you, well and
good, otherwise you may choose to stop that which you dislike.” Usaid (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) replied: “Very well, this seems quite fair.” He then took a seat.
Mus‘ab bin ‘Umair (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) portrayed the magnificence of Islam and recited verses of the Quraan Majeed before him. On hearing this, Usaid
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu) remarked: “How beautiful and splendid are these words.” He then enquired about the process of entering into the fold of Islam. Mus‘ab
bin ‘Umair (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) replied: “Firstly, you should cleanse your body and clothing. Take a bath. Recite the kalimah shahaadah and perform salaah.”
Usaid (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) right away stood up, cleaned his clothing, took a bath, recited the kalimah shahaadah and offered two rakaats of salaah.
He then said: “There is another man — meaning Sa’d bin Mu‘aaz (radhiyallahu ‘anhu), the chief of the Aws tribe — who, if he embraces Islam, not a single
member of the Aws tribe will remain unconverted. Let me go and | will send him to you now.” As Sa’d bin Mu‘aaz (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) saw Usaid bin Hudhair
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu) approaching, he said: “The Usaid returning does not seem like the same Usaid who left from here earlier on.” As he drew closer, Sa’d
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu) asked Usaid (radhiyallahu ‘anhu): “What happened?” Usaid (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) replied: “I did not find anything objectionable in his
words, but | stopped them”
Sa’d bin Mu‘aaz was thrown into a fit of rage and wielding his spear, he set out to Mus‘ab (radhiyallahu ‘anhu). As he reached him, Sa’d (radhiyallahu ‘anhu)
reprimanded As‘ad bin Zuraarah (radhiyallahu ‘anhu), the host of Mus‘ab (radhiyallahu ‘anhu): “If it was not because of your family relationship with me,
you would have not being able to do this?”
Mus‘ab (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) replied: “Sa’d, is it possible for you to sit and listen to me for a few moments? If you like what you hear you may accept it,
otherwise you are free to do as you please.” “What you say is rather fair” replied Sa’d (radhiyallahu ‘anhu). Saying this, he sat down. Mus‘ab (radhiyallahu
‘anhu) presented the magnificence of Islam before him and recited a few verses of the Quraan Majeed to him. He barely heard the verses of the Quraan
Majeed when he also accepted Islam.
The moment he was done here, he headed off towards his people. As his people saw him coming from a distance, they realised that he was a changed
person. As he reached their gathering, Sa’d (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) addressed them saying: “What do you think of me?” In one voice they all agreed: “You are
our leader. As far as your discretion and good counsel is concerned, you are the best amongst us.” Sa’d (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) said: “By Allah! | will never
speak to you until and unless each one of you believes in Allah and His Rasul (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam).” Before nightfall, not a single man or woman of the
Banu ‘Abdil Ash-hal tribe was left without embracing Islam.

A WG e e b g Bl o Uil g s = 55 el Al ) Sl o e OIS = i 5l 3 s 1 s e Bl o el O]
Lo Sl pr e JB s Lt Lo angd s e 5 LYS) etV s o o Legnsd Mo it eia ey Sl o ey ¢ ol 2 Sy Lagl) ety LS (3 L L e
o) sh S eladS cde W G 50 35 ) el OT Y 6B ¢ Ll L O e Legdly Wil ¢ Lelins Lo Lyls T 8 ol el 3 e () allasl ¢ SIS LTY 1 e o

4|Page



Becoming Proactive:

Instead of feeling depressed and insecure, or becoming emotional and behaving irrationally, we need to focus on
becoming proactive and changing the situation by living complete Deen and displaying the correct akhlaaq of
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam). Since, the akhlaaq of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) is sufficient to
change the hearts of a staunch enemy as well.

Once, Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) sent the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) on an expedition towards
Najd. In this expedition, they captured a man named Thumaamah bin Uthaal (radhiyallahu ‘anhu). On their return
to Madeenah Munawwarah, they tied him to a pillar in the masjid. Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) would ask
him how he was. He would reply that he was well. He would then say, “If you kill me, then you will have killed a
guilty person (deserving of death). If you show me favour (by freeing me), | will be grateful. If you want wealth,
then ask, and your demands will be met.” After a few days, Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) instructed for
him to be released. As soon as he was released, he came forward and accepted Islam. This was due to the time
that he had spent in the masjid, in which he had witnessed the ‘ibaadah, character and ways of the Muslims
which impressed him and made him realize that Islam was the truth. He then said to Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam), “There was no face on earth more hated to me than your face. Now it has become the most beloved
face to me. By Allah, there was no Deen more hated to me than your Deen. Now it has become the most beloved
Deen to me. By Allah, there was no land more hated to me than your land. Now your land is the most beloved
land to me.”®

Starting Point:

A simple starting point would be the advice which Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) gave when entering
Madeenah Munawwarah.

When Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) initially made hijrah to Madeenah Munawwarah, the disbelievers of the
city wished to know what kind of person Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) was and what the motives of his
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mission were. Hence, ‘Abdullah bin Salaam (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) who was, at that time, the leading Jewish Rabbi
of Madeenah Munawwarah, made it a point to attend the first sermon of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam).
He says, “When | gazed at the (blessed) face of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam), | knew that this face was
not the face of a liar. The first thing that he said was:

ey B g g lg sl gL e 52
‘O people! Spread salaam (greet one another), feed the people, perform salaah (Tahajjud) when people are asleep

and you will enter Jannah with ease and comfort.””

The above advice formed the first words that he heard from the blessed mouth of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam), and what a beautiful, lasting impression they had on him! His perception of Rasulullah (sallallahu
‘alaihi wasallam) and Islam was now one of natural beauty and truth and he thus, shortly after, embraced Islam
and joined the ranks of the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum).
This advice of Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) could be summarized into three points.
Firstly, we need to be polite to one and all. Unfortunately, when we are unable to make salaam to even our own
Muslim brother, how will we ever be able to display the courtesy, politeness and etiquette of Islam to the
disbelievers?
Secondly, we need to treat people with kindness. Let alone feeding and showing kindness to the destitute and
needy out of the home, sometimes the staff within our homes are in difficulty and yet we do not have the hearts
to help them. Is it then any surprise at all that they consider us to be heartless? Even worse is when we flash the
bounties of Allah Ta‘ala before them — very often the good food, etc. that we eat — without sharing even a single
morsel with them, whereas they often lack enough of even ordinary food for themselves and their families. This
often creates much bitterness in their hearts which later surfaces in many negative ways.
Thirdly and finally, we need to reconnect and strengthen our bond with Allah Ta‘ala. This is done by being
committed to our daily ‘ibaadah and also, by making du‘aa to Allah Ta‘ala on a daily basis.
Insha-Allah, by us practicing on these three simple steps, we will find the entire world gravitating to the magnetic
effect which the natural beauty and truth of Islam holds.
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