
 بسم هللا الرمحن الرحيم 

To those who suffered during the recent riots  
and in general for all those who are being tested (Part.1) 

(Ml Imraan ibn Dawood Kajee) 

Why are we tested and put through difficulties? 

Rasulullah  said, “Great rewards are granted due to great difficulties. When Allāh loves any 

group of people, he tests them. If they accept the decree of Allāh, Allāh is pleased with them.” 

(Tirmizi, Ibn Majah)  

Abu Hurairah  narrated that Rasulullah  said, “When Allāh wills good for any person, 

He afflicts him with some unfavourable condition.” (Bukhari) 

Rasulullah  said: “How excellent is the situation of a believer. All his situations are good for 

him (to his advantage). This is enjoyed by none but a believer. When he experiences occasions of 

happiness and he is grateful over this, it is good for him (to his advantage). When he experiences 

occasions of distress and he is patient over it, it is good for him (to his advantage).” (Muslim) 

Remember that those who suffer the most are those closest to Allāh. Sa’d ibn Abi Waqqaas  

asked Rasulullah  as to who are the people who are tested most severely. Rasulullah 

 replied, “The Ambiyaa, then those most similar to them, and then those similar to them. 

A man is tested according to his religion. If he is firm in his Deen (in observing his religion), then his 

trials are severe. But if there is any weakness in his Deen (in observing his religion), then it his trials 

are lightened for him. He continues in this condition (being afflicted with trials and being forgiven) 

till he walks on the earth without any sin (against him).”(Tirmizi, Ibn Majah) 

This is why some of our predecessors said: “Whoever is afflicted with a trial has been placed upon 

the path of the Ambiyaa.” (Al-Bidaayah wan Nihaayah) 

The reality is that Allāh uses such tests as an excuse to draw us closer to Him. 

Allāh Ta’ala also uses such tests as a proof to record in history the loyalty of His lovers to show the 

rest of humanity what patience, determination and steadfastness means. He is, through such 

servants of His, teaching mankind the lessons of love and He is establishing their worthiness. He is 

revealing to us the true meaning of the concepts of Sabr (patience).  These servants not only display 

a forced acceptance of a situation which they cannot change, but rather happily and totally submit 

to His decree in every difficulty which He puts them through. Allāh does not need to test His servants 

to determine their capabilities, as He is Fully Aware of our every state and our innermost secrets. (He 

tests them to prove their love to Him and to reward them.) 

  



 

The Examination Paper Set By Allāh 

Allāh  says: 

 

 ٍّ ٌّ ٰى  ٰر  ٰذ  ىييي  مي  خي حي جي  يه  ىه  مه جه ين  ُّٱ
 زت   رت  ىبيب  نب  مب  زب رب  يئ ىئ   نئ  مئ زئ  رئ ّٰ ِّ ُّ  َّ

١٥٧ - ١٥٥ابلقرة:  َّ نت مت  

“Without doubt, we will test you with a bit of fear, hunger, loss in wealth, lives, and the fruits 

(of your efforts). And give glad tidings to those who are patient. Those who say, when an 

affliction afflicts them: Verily we belong to Allāh and only to Him is our return. They are those 

upon whom descend salawaat - the special mercies of Allāh (special exclusive mercies which 

He will shower down upon one in lieu of the exclusive pain and difficulty one experiences and 

which is known to none other but oneself) and rahmah - the general mercies of Allāh.  And 

they are the rightly guided ones (who walk the straight path of hidāyah (guidance) till they 

reach their destination i.e., Allāh’s love, recognition, closeness and His pleasure). (Surah 

Baqarah v.155-157) 

The exam questions were leaked to allow us to prepare 

 

By leaking the paper, Allāh Ta’ala has made it evident that it should not be an unexpected occurrence, 

for you have been foretold to expect it to happen. You have already been informed that you will be 

tested thereby.  

What are the exam questions? 

The questions which we have been told to prepare for are the following: ‘a bit of fear, hunger, loss 

in wealth, lives, and in the fruits (of one’s efforts)’. 

Congratulations and Glad-tidings 

‘And give glad tidings to those who are patient.’ If one were to congratulate a person experiencing 

difficulty, it will only add to his grief. But in this instance, it is none other than Allāh Ta’ala who is 

declaring, “O My beloved Muhammad, whenever anyone is afflicted by any of these forms of 

difficulties, give them glad tidings.” To whom are glad tidings going to be given? To those who ‘are 

patient’. From this we learn that if difficulties were bad for a believer, Allāh Ta’ala would not have 

revealed that such people who are afflicted by these difficulties are to be given glad tidings. The One 

giving the glad tidings is Arhamur Rahimeen (The Most Merciful of those who show mercy), and it is 

being given through Rahmatul lil Aalameen (the mercy to all the worlds, our beloved Nabi ). 

The Most Beloved has, through the most beloved in the creation given the most beloved message to 

His creation. This is sufficient proof that whatever difficulty, trial and tribulation we (the believers) 



may undergo, it is not punishment, but rather a means of mercy. It heralds imminent great good 

fortune. Understand this by the example of a person whose motorcycle is stolen, but whose loss is 

replaced by a Mercedes Benz. Will this be termed as a loss, a misfortune? In short, trials and 

tribulations, for a believer, are not bad, because in lieu of patience, Allāh Ta’ala is attained! 

What is required from those who wish to be patient? 

1) The people of sabr (patience) are those who recite the following: 

نئ  مئ زئ  رئ ّٰ  

‘Verily we belong to Allāh and only to Him is our return’.1 (Surah Baqarah v.156) 

 

2) The people of patience are grateful to Allāh Ta’ala for what He has granted them. They appreciate 

Allāh’s favours upon them in the past and at present and consider the condition of those who are 

less fortunate than them. 

 

3) The people of patience realise that what has befallen them had to happen and it could not have 

been avoided. 

 

4) The people of patience realize that whatever Allāh Ta’ala does has some hidden good in it which 

is for our benefit. 

 

5) The people of patience never lose hope in Allāh and fall prey to despondence 
 

 
1 Sabr aur Maqāme Siddiqīn by Maulana Shāh Hakīm Muhammad Akhtar rahimahullah 


