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NEWS FROM THE
MUSLIM WORLD
‘Banned’ Ramadhan For Uighur
Muslims – China
Unlike millions of Muslims around the world,
Uighur students returning for summer
vacations in northwestern China are banned
from fasting during the holy month of
Ramadhan.
“They are extracting guarantees from parents,
promising that their children won’t fast in
Ramadan,” Dilxat Raxit, told Radio Free
Asia. Chinese authorities have reportedly
imposed restrictions on Uighur Muslim
students returning for summer vacations in
the northwestern region of Xinjiang ahead of
Ramadhan.
Under the restrictions, Uighur students under
18 are banned from fasting during Ramadhan
or taking part in religious activities.

Muslims Pray at Greek Masjid for
First Time – Greece
Banned for decades from praying at the
worship place, Muslims have finally
performed prayers in an old Masjid in
Greece’s second largest city of Thessaloniki.
The Masjid was built in Thessaloniki in 1902
but was closed to prayers in 1923 and was
later turned into an exhibition hall. Muslims
performed the noon prayers for the first time
in 90 years.
Muslims account for nearly 1.3 percent of
Greece’s 10.7 million population.

First School Of Hifz Opened In
Ingushetia – Caucasus
On June 6, in the Barsuki village (Republic of
Ingushetia) the grand opening of the first
Hafiz school in the Republic was held.
The event was attended by representatives of
the Ulama fraternity and the public: Mufti I.
Khamkhoev, Yu. Evkurov the head of
Ingushetia, employees of the Ministry of
External Affairs, National Policy, Press and
Information and the Ministry of Education of
the Ingushetia Republic.
Currently, the school is designed for 30
students, from 9 to 13 years old.

Muslims Celebrate First Adriatic
Masjid – Croatia
Capping years of hard work, thousands of
Muslims have celebrated the opening of
Croatia’s first Masjid on the Adriatic Coast
since the Ottoman era.
More than 20,000 Muslims from Croatia and
neighboring European countries gathered
Saturday, May 4, in the western city of Rijeka
on the Adriatic coast to celebrate their first
Masjid in the area.
The opening caps years of hard work by
Muslims to build the Masjid and Islamic
centre which was first suggested in 1968.

RAMADHAN MESSAGE
All Praise to Almighty Allah and the
Choicest Salaat and Salaam on our Noble
Nabi Hazrat Muhammad r.
We are fortunate indeed to once again
witness this beautiful month of
Ramadhan, the month of mercy,
forgiveness, generosity, fasting, Barakah,
Dua, Ibaadat, obedience, Taraweeh,
Sehri, and Iftaar. The month that heralds
the arrival of the night of Laylatul Qadr,
the atmosphere of good deeds and
actions, the general feeling of
Brotherhood in the Ummah and so many
other wonderful aspects. This is certainly
an opportunity to maximise and
capitalize on the unlimited, infinite
treasures of our Nourisher and Sustainer,
Allah Ta’ala. This is a month when the
Divine Mercy is not raining, but pouring
on the Ummah! Let us make every
Ramadhan better than the previous one
and treat it as though it is our last one. We
should be planning our day and night in
Ramadhan so as not to lose even a single
second of its virtue and greatness. Let us
fervently beg Allah to bless us with
sincerity and acceptance, Ameen.
We take this opportunity to apprise the
Muslim community of the work the
Jamiat is undertaking on behalf of the
Muslim community.

Islamic Law - Fatwa Dept.
The Fatwa department attends to over 50
queries by email and telephone daily. In
conjunction with passing Islamic rulings
on various topics, the Fatwa department
provides the important services of
assisting in drawing up of Islamic wills
and assisting with certificates of
distribution of estates. Mediation and
Arbitration services are also provided.
Important ‘Questions and Answers’
pertaining to Islamic practices are sent
via email on a daily basis to thousands of
recipients throughout the globe.
Subscribe to this service by sending a
request to newsletter@jamiat.org.za.
Community Welfare
The Jamiat’s Welfare Department which
is located in Victoria Street, Durban sees
to the needs of hundreds of households
monthly, providing for essential
requirements such as rentals, lights and
water, rates, medical needs, and

groceries, etc. Recipients are attended to
daily at the office with careful screening
and networking with other welfare bodies
to avoid duplication and wastage of
public funds.
Alhamdulillah, through the support of
generous donors already more than 45
tons of hampers have been allocated for
distribution during the Ramadhan period.

International Welfare
Twenty thousand Qurans are currently en
route to Africa for the next phase of the
Jamiat’s Quran for Africa Project.
Countries intended for this distribution
include Mozambique, Tanzania, Nigeria,
Ghana as well as certain provinces in
South Africa.
Approximately a thousand Qurans have
been distributed in the Western Cape
where there is a surprising shortage of
Qurans in many Masaajid.
The suffering of the Ummah continues
unabated in many parts of the globe.
Almost daily we hear the most heartrending news of some new catastrophe
affecting the Ummah. Currently in the
spotlight is the massacring of the
predominately Sunni civilian population
by the Shia Government of Syria. The
barbarism and wholesale rape that are
afflicted by the government forces are
such that words fail at describing such
atrocities.
To Allah do we cry and lament our pitiful
condition where the honour of our
Muslim women finds no protector!
The Jamiat has embarked on a campaign
to provide relief and aid to our Syrian
Muslim brethren in the very near future
who are living as refugees in
neighbouring countries. Our
contributions to this cause will perhaps be
like that ray of light that breaks through
cloudy skies.
Certainly we are one Ummah and
Brotherhood! Nabi r said, “The Muslim
nation is one body. If one part of the body
is in pain, the entire body cries out in
agony.” (Ibn Hibbaan)
May Allah Ta’ala alleviate the suffering
of the Ummah, and may you and your
family have a most spiritually enriching
Ramadhan, Aameen.
Ml. Ahmed Yusuf Mahomedy - Ameer

CHECHNYA
When we hear of Chechnya, images of a
war-torn country and dilapidated buildings
come to mind. To the surprise of many, the
situation is quite the opposite. Chechnya is
now a beautiful and well-developed
republic, boasting many modern and state of
the art buildings, including the largest
Musjid in Europe, the Grand Mosque of
Grozny known as ‘The Heart of Chechnya’.
In mid-April, 2013, I was fortunate to have
been invited by the Government of the
Chechen Republic to attend an awards
ceremony hosted in honour of the late
Former Mufti and President of the Chechen
Republic, Ahmed Kadyrov, the father of the
current President. The purpose behind the
invitation was to collect an award bestowed
by the Chechen government for the contents
of the article “20 Days in Russia” published
in the Al-Jamiat. This article can also be
found on the Jamiat website.
Although I had visited Chechnya previously
and thoroughly enjoyed the visit, I was still
taken aback on this trip by the hospitality,
friendliness, and immaculate manners of the
Chechen people and the overall feeling of
safety and security in the republic.
Landing in Grozny Airport, I was given a
very warm welcome by government
officials and some of my Chechen friends
had also come as a display of true Islamic
brotherhood and hospitality. We were then
escorted to the Grozny City hotel at which
accommodation and meals were provided.
Later on, I was invited to a nearby famous
town called Urus Martan by some friends to
partake of dinner (again). The night had
passed swiftly for it was a gathering of
brothers who have a deep thirst for Islamic
knowledge and they had come from
neighbouring republics just for the night; to
engage in academic Islamic discussions. It
was a true gathering of Ilm (Islamic
knowledge) and we sat for hours, sharing
Islamic knowledge till the time of Fajr until
it was time for me to return to Grozny City.
On the second day, we visited the cultural
Museum of Chechnya in Dondi Yurt, Urus
Martan. This museum holds fascinating
relics of the Chechen people and the set up
of the place is very serene and scenic, with
flowing streams and lush gardens.
The next day was the Golden Pen Awards
ceremony. A very memorable event
attended by high profile government
officials and journalists, including the
Chechen President himself, Ramzan

REVIVING ISLAM IN
THE CAUCASUS

A night view of Grozny, featured in the square is the Grand Mosque of Grozny,
the Islamic University, and the Ulama Council.

Ahmedovich Kadyrov.
It was on this occasion that I had collected
the second prize award on behalf of the
Jamiat for the best internet material.
At dinner on the same day, I was introduced
to the Mufti of the Chechen republic and we
had discussed issues regarding the Jamiat
and Muslim spiritual administration of
Chechnya and voiced cooperation.
The next day was the day of Jumu'ah and I
was given a tour of the Islamic University of
Chechnya and the Ulama Council. Both
buildings are extremely well-maintained
and immaculate and boast state of the art
facilities to create a comfortable
environment for staff and students. It was
pleasing to note the high level of Islamic
education based on the Madh-hab of Imam
Shafi-ee (Rahimahullah) and the overall
efforts in seeing to the religious needs of the
local population.
The highlight of the trip was when the
President had delegated his religious
advisor, Adam Shahidov - a very senior and
learned Alim of Chechnya - to bring me to
his palace for Jumu'ah Salaah.
Meeting the president, I realized that he is
the person responsible for the great Islamic
revival in Chechnya and the numerous
Musjids and Madrasahs. About a decade
ago, it was difficult to find one Hafiz of the
Qur'an in Chechnya but Alhamdulillah,

through the efforts of the President and his
focus on the development of Hifz centres,
there are now over 200 Huffaaz in the
country. Despite his position, he met and
entertained me with great Akhlaaq warmth
and hospitality. May Allah bless him.
At the palace, it was an amazing and heartwarming sight to witness the President and
all his ministers dressed in traditional
Islamic garb, attending the Jumu'ah Salaah.
I've also been told that the President has
made it a rule amongst his ministers that
they must wear Islamic attire on a Friday
and that if any minister neglects the Jumu'ah
Salaah, he is dismissed from his position.
After the Jumu'ah Salaah, I spent some time
with the president and ministers before
returning to the hotel. The next day was my
departure via Moscow.
Overall, Chechnya is a place which I would
consider a wonder and a model for the
Islamic world. With its numerous Masajid,
Madrasahs, Islamic centres for Hifz, the
common sight of people in Islamic garb and
the frequent greeting of Salaam on the
street, it truly gives one the feeling of being
in an Islamic country. May Allah guide its
leaders and allow the country to prosper
both in the Islamic and material sense.
Aameen.
Mufti Suhail Tarmahomed - Fatwa Dept.

WHAT’S IN A BOTTLE?
In the early days of Islam when wine and alcohol where first
prohibited, Rasulullah r also prohibited drinking from those
bottles and containers which were associated with alcoholic
products. As is prevalent in today’s society, wine and liquor
bottles have a certain design to them and one looking at the
bottle immediately associates its contents with alcohol. Similarly,
in the time of Rasulullah r, certain vessels were associated with
alcohol. Rasulullah r prohibited drinking from these vessels or
using them for any purpose even if non-alcoholic.
As time passed by and wine became non-existent in the holy
lands, the association these containers had with alcohol faded
from public perception. Rasulullah r then allowed its use as its
association with alcohol no longer remained.

homes. “Islamic” magazines are advertising these products as
though they are have been sanctioned by the Shariah.
In one Hadith, Rasulullah r has stated, “Whoever believes in
Allah and the Last Day; let him never sit at a table where alcohol
is served” (Ahmad)
Hazrat Anas t has reported that Rasulullah r has cursed ten
people in regards to alcohol: The one who produces it, the one
who instructs its production, the one who drinks it, the one who
transports it, the one to who receives it, the one who serves it,
the one who sells it, the one who benefits from its profit, the
one who buys it, and the one for whom it is bought. (Tirmizi)

Today this Ummah is facing a similar unfortunate situation. Juices
are being marketed and branded as though they are alcoholic
drinks and bottled in bottles that are directly associated with
alcohol. The mere sight of these bottles which were once
offensive to a Muslim is now to be found in the fridges of Muslim

If anything becomes abundantly clear from these Ahadith, it is
that anything even remotely linked to alcohol is condemned in
Islam. The Islamic system has been designed that the very sight of
alcoholic products offends a believer’s heart. Introducing such
drinks into our homes only serves to appease a conscience that
craves to emulate the Kaafir system of wining and dining and to
desensitize our children towards the distastefulness of alcohol.

Zakaat

Sadaqatul Fitr

Ramadhaan, the month of fasting, is also the time when many
Muslims calculate and discharge their Zakaat. One of the
fundamentals of Zakaat is to discharge Zakaat to eligible
recipients.

î Sadaqatul Fitr is Waajib (compulsory) upon all Muslims: men,

Individuals experiencing difficulty in discharging their Zakaat may
forward their Zakaat to the Jamiat and have their Zakaat
discharged to eligible recipients verified by Ulama.

women and children, who on the Day of Eidul Fitr are owners
of the Nisaab of Zakaat.
î The father has to pay the Fitrah on behalf of his under age
children. It is not obligatory upon the husband to pay Fitrah on
behalf of his wife. She is responsible for her own Fitrah.
î The Fitrah should preferably be paid before the Eid Salaat. It is
not permissible to delay the payment of Fitrah later than the
Day of Eid. It is permissible to pay the Fitrah in advance at any
time during or before the month of Ramadhaan.
î The fitrah can only be paid to ‘the poor’ i.e. those who are
entitled to accept Zakaat. Fitrah cannot be utilized for any
charitable purpose other than the poor.
Rasulullah r said: “The fast remains suspended between
heaven and earth until the fitrah is paid.” (Targheeb)

Zakaat Nisab: R 4 184.80 as at 8 July 13/29 Sha’baan 1434

Amount per person: R16.00 for Ramadhan 1434

It is the onus of the individual to verify the Zakaat eligibility of the
recipient. If verification is not done and the person was not
eligible for Zakaat, then that Zakaat has to be repaid.
It is of great concern that many individuals hand over their
Zakaat to beggars standing at traffic lights. Many of these
individuals are “professional” beggars who make so much money
that it is compulsory on them to pay Zakaat let alone receive it.

Taraweeh
Taraweeh Salaah is Sunnat-e-Muakkadah i.e. an emphasised
Sunnah. Leaving it out is sinful.
It is Sunnah to perform Taraweeh throughout the month of
Ramadhaan and a separate Sunnah to complete the recitation of
the Quran in the Taraweeh Salaah.
Ibn Abbaas t states, “Rasulullah r used to perform twenty
Rakaats (Taraweeh) and the Witr Salaah in Ramadhan.”
(Musannaf Ibn Abi Shaibah).

your first step in healthcare

RAMADHAN Q&A

2. Is it okay to use toothpaste or
toothpowder whilst fasting?
A. It is reprehensible (makrooh) to do so.
(Jawaahirul Fiqh)
3. Does the use of an injection break the
fast?
A. The fast is not nullified. However, if the
injection is injected directly into the stomach
or brain, the fast would break. (Ahsanul
Fatawa)
NB. Dosages of Insulin injected to the
abdomen do not invalidate the fast as it is not
injected directly into the stomach.
4. Can I have a blood test done whilst
fasting?
A. Yes, you could do so provided that you do
not become so weak that fasting becomes
difficult.
(Ahsanul Fatawa, V: 4, P: 435, Sa'eed)
5. If one vomits, does it break the fast?
A. The fast is only broken if one had vomited a
mouthful involuntarily and then swallowed it
voluntarily or if one had voluntarily (induced)
vomited a mouthful whether swallowed or
not. (al-Fataawa al-Hindiyyah)
The definition of “a mouthful of vomit” is that
which one cannot hold back in one's mouth
without difficulty.
6. If I have a wet dream whilst fasting, is my
fast valid?
A. Yes, the fast is still valid. (Raddul
Muhtaar)
7. I am writing exams during Ramadhan
and find it difficult to concentrate whilst
hungry. Can I delay my fast until after
Ramadhan?
A. It is not permissible to do so. Keep your
fast and make dua for Allah Ta'ala to make it
easy for you.
(Fataawa Raheemiya)
8. I am an asthmatic. Does the usage of the
pump break my fast?

A. It is advisable that you use your pump at
Sehri time and Iftaar time. However, if you do
have an acute attack, you could use your
pump. This will break your fast and only
qadha will have to be kept, not kaffaarah.
(Tahtawi)
9. Can one take a bath after Sehri, to be
clean from the state of Janaabat (requiring
a Fardh Ghusal)?
A. It is not advisable to unnecessarily delay
the Fardh Ghusal. However if one is the
position that he wants to partake of Sehri
before taking the Ghusal then it is
permissible. (Fathul Mulhim)
10. Does smoking invalidate one's fast?
A: Yes, it does invalidate one's fast. (Tahtawi)
11. If one is fasting and sprays perfume on
oneself and accidentally inhales some of
the perfume, will it break the fast?
A. One's fast does not break by applying or
smelling fragrance. As such, it is permitted to
apply perfume (itr) whilst fasting. However,
if one intentionally inhales something that has
a perceptible body, such as smoke (like the
smoke of lobaan or the vapour of perfumes),
then one's fast would become invalid.
(Tahtawi)
12. Does masturbating break the fast?
A. One is not allowed to masturbate, whether
fasting or not. However, if one does this vile
act whilst fasting then the fast will break and a
qadha will have to be kept. (Raddul Muhtaar)
NB: Sincere Taubah must be made for this
evil act.
13. Is it permissible for a husband and wife
to kiss whilst fasting?
A. It is permissible, provided that:
i.One does not swallow the saliva of his/her
partner.
ii. One has control over one’s desire and is not
driven by desire to intercourse or ejaculation.
(Raddul Muhtaar)
However such an action in the state of fasting
is not advisable.
If the saliva of the spouse
is swallowed then not
only is Qadha to be made
but also Kaffaarah as a
penalty (i.e. fasting
consecutively for 60
days).

14. Is it permissible to take medication
throughout the month of Ramadhan to
avoid getting one's period in order to keep
all the fasts?
A. Though it is permissible, it is best not to do
so. It could have side effects like tampering
with one's cycle, etc. which leads to
difficulties and problems in the future for
Salaah, Umrah/Hajj, etc. This is besides other
long term medical harms.
15. Is it permitted for women to miss fasts
in Ramadhan due to pregnancy or
breastfeeding? Can Fidyah be paid for
missed fasts?
A. Women who are breastfeeding or pregnant
may postpone the fast during Ramadhan if
fasting will be detrimental to their health or
the health of the child. After Ramadhan, they
will have to make qadha of the missed fasts
when they are in a position to do so. Paying
the Fidyah will not suffice if one is physically
able to make qadha of the missed fasts.
NB. Breastfeeding and pregnant women must
consult an upright and experienced Muslim
doctor to determine whether fasting will be
detrimental or not.
And Allah Knows Best.
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May Allah Ta’ala reward you abundantly, Aameen
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1. What is the status of Sehri in
Ramadhan?
A. Sehri is a Sunnah practice. Rasulullah r is
reported to have said, “Partake of Sehri, for
verily there is barakah (blessings) in Sehri.”
(Bukhari)
However the fast is valid without Sehri.

