Al-Jamiat
A publication of the Jamiatul Ulama KZN (Council of Muslim Theologians) March 2014/Jumad-al-Ula 1435
223 Alpine Rd, Durban, 4091, South Africa Tel: +27 (0) 31 207 7099 email: info@jamiat.org.za web: www.jamiat.org.za

RACIAL TENSIONS
Rasulullah r describing the fate of the
Muslim businessman portrays two vastly
different scenarios. On the one hand,
Rasulullah r mentions, “The
businessman who is truthful and
trustworthy will be raised with the
Prophets, the Truthful ones, and the
martyrs.” On the other hand, Rasulullah
r states, “The businessmen will be
raised as evil sinners, except he that is
conscious of Allah, displays acts of
piety and is charitable.”
A person may well question the reason
for the special status accorded to the
business class of the Ummah. Why such
lofty positioning for the proper
businessman, that he will enjoy the
privileged company of not only the
martyrs and the pious, but he will even
find himself amongst the exclusive
company of the Prophets of Allah?
Similarly, if he does not fulfil his obligations
as a Muslim Businessman, why such strong
condemnation?
The answer to this could very well lie in
the unique positioning of the businessman
in society. When the world at large
interacts with the Muslim world, then it is
not in the Masjid or in our religious
gatherings. It is rarely to be found in our
social gatherings. No, the major point of
interaction is in the business field.
Whether it is the buyer or supplier in the
commercial field or whether it is the
consumer that walks into your shop,
when the non-Muslim meets the man
with the beard on his face, with a hat on
his head or with a Muslim name, then this
is his interaction with Islam. The
integrity, honesty and courtesy that
he experiences could well lead to the
door of Islam either opening or
closing upon him.
Presently the Indian community in
KwaZulu-Natal is facing a potential crisis
situation with certain groups stirring up
anti-Indian sentiment with a clearly racist

agenda.The situation may blow away or it
may escalate to dangerous proportions.
How we react to this situation is vitally
important.
The first step we ought to take is to do
some serious soul-searching.While racist
sentiments can never be condoned, we
should ask ourselves if our actions have
contributed to this situation. And if so,
how can that be remedied? Upon soulsearching even if we find that we have not
contributed to this situation, then there is
still a need to contribute towards
reversing the situation.
There is a duty upon every Muslim
besides our Salaah, fasting and
charity. That responsibility is to be an

ambassador of Islam. Being an
ambassador of Islam is not confined to
actively giving Dawah, although that is the
ideal. It also entails living as a Muslim and
projecting Islam by being generous and
kind-hearted, being courteous and
accommodating. It includes working
towards a better society for all and
uplifting the down-trodden.
It behoves us to step out of the comfort
zone of our daily lives and play some role
in uplifting the greater community. It
starts with small projects of feeding and
clothing, of basic charity and sacrificing
some of our time. If individual families or
individual Masjids and Musallas were to
adopt a disadvantaged area not merely to
feed its people but to create
opportunities for them to become selfsufficient, then it is a huge step in the right
direction. Then if we decide to continue
walking down that path, the tides will
surely turn and those who were once
negative will become our greatest
supporters, Insha Allah.
Allah Ta'ala says in the Holy Quran, “And
the good deed and the bad are not
equal. Repel (evil) by that which is
better; and you will soon find the one
whom between you and him is enmity
(will become) as though he was the
closest of friends.”

NEWS FROM THE
MUSLIM WORLD
CHILDHOOD HOME OF RASULULLAH r
COULD BE DEMOLISHED
The birthplace of the Prophet Muhammad r is
at risk of being bulldozed to make way for a
modern complex in the holy city of Makkah.
The Saudi Arabian authorities are currently in
the process of modernizing the city. However,
their disregard for historical sites in the city
has angered many Muslims.
On Thursday, the Independent newspaper
revealed that if the Saudi government
approves plans that have been proposed, a
small library that sits on top of the remains of
the Prophet Muhammad's r childhood home
will likely be demolished.
Dr Irfan al-Alawi, a historian and executive
director of the UK-based Islamic Heritage
Research Foundation, told the newspaper “The
last remaining historical site in the kingdom is
the birthplace of the Prophet Muhammad r”
adding, “Most people are not even aware there
are plans now to destroy it.”

EGYPT ARMY DEMOLISHES HUNDREDS
OF TUNNELS WITH GAZA BORDER
The Egyptian army has demolished hundreds of
tunnels under the border with the Gaza Strip,
as a part of the military-appointed
government's campaign of tightening the
noose around the Palestinians living in Gaza.
The Egyptian army has unerringly displayed
their allegiance to Israel and their complete
disregard for the welfare of not only the
Muslim Ummah but also their own people.
The tunnels are the only lifeline for Gazans
living under the Israeli siege. The tunnels serve
to bring essential supplies, such as foodstuff,
cooking gas, medicines, petrol, and livestock,
into the Gaza Strip.

DUTCH MUSLIM POLITICIAN
LAUNCHING NEW ISLAMIC PARTY
Arnoud van Doorn, a former far-right Dutch
politician who later accepted Islam and became
a Muslim, has announced his plans to launch a
new Islamic party in his native Holland.
The Islamic Party for Unity will be contending
for three seats in the upcoming municipal
elections on March 19.
Doorn, who once co-produced the anti-Islamic
film 'Fitna' along with former friend and
notorious anti-Muslim propagandist, Geert
Wilders, told the NL Times on Sunday that it
was 'only logical' for Muslims to have political
representation.

WHAT’S WRONG WITH WEED?
The message below was received from a concerned university
student:
“Slmz. How are you Moulana..Alhumdulillah I have started campus
and its going well. It was quite a big adjustment for me but shukr I'm
getting there.. It is very shocking to see our muslims are gone off the
track on campus.. Many of them smoke weed and what's even
more shocking muslim girls are also smoking weed openly.” (END)
The message makes disturbing and worrisome reading. It
should serve as a wake-up call to parents, yet the probable
reaction would likely be,“That must be someone else's kid. My
child would never do that!” We lie to ourselves because it
allows us to remain in our illusion of happiness. As someone
aptly pointed out, “Most people would rather deny a hard
truth than face it.” Yet no problem was ever solved by the
ostrich putting its head in the ground.
Weed, sometimes referred to as dagga or marijuana, is
generally considered a recreational or soft drug. Because it is a
mild narcotic and it does contain medicinal properties, some
people have ventured to say that there is nothing wrong with
it.They argue it helps the mind to open and makes life easier to
cope with.
Let us explore this issue in the light of the Quran and Hadith.
The first verse revealed regarding intoxicants was:
“They ask you regarding wine and gambling. Say, 'In
them is great sin as well as benefit for man. But the sin
is greater than the benefit.” (Surah 2, Verse 219)
This verse provides a general guideline that an item having
benefit does not necessitate it being permissible to use. Items
must be weighed in totality.
While the verse mentioned previously speaks specifically
about wine, the Ahadith of Rasulullah grants further clarity on
the issue.
Ummu Salamah Radhiyallahu Anha reports, “Rasulullah
Sallallahu Alayhi Wa Sallam prohibited every
intoxicant and narcotic.” (Abu Dawud)
Islamic rulings are based on Divine Wisdom. It is not just the
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individual that is to be considered, but the benefit of society as
a whole has to be considered.There are individuals who drink
and gamble recreationally without that causing noticeable
detriment to their lives, but there are many whose lives and
families have been destroyed because of the same. Society as a
whole suffers the ill effects of these evils.
A vivid example of this is displayed in a recent news article
about Yemen titled,“A Nation Chewing Itself to Death” which
speaks about the obsession of Yemenites with “qat”, another
mild narcotic plant. It reveals statistics of a poor Arab nation of
26 million, where 72 percent of men and a third of all women
are reported to be habitual users. By one estimate, 20 million
dollars is spent each day on qat, and 80 million work hours lost
to its consumption.
InYemen, the day revolves around qat,” says Ali Ayoub, a leather
merchant who chews qat for about four hours a day, or longer
if there is a wedding or holiday celebration.“By 2pm, you won't
find anyone at work. Everyone leaves early to buy qat.”
This obsession has reached such levels that farmers have
turned away from traditional crops to the planting of the
more lucrative qat with the effect that the price of staple
foods has rocketed due to insufficient supply.This in turn
has led to widespread malnutrition, yet still many
Yemenites spend more on the drug than on food for
their hungry families.
Sure, there is fun in smoking weed, but there is always a price to
pay when Allah's commands are disobeyed. In the end, the
price paid is always more than the enjoyment received.

SOLACE OF THE HEART
“Truly in the heart there is a void that can not be removed except
with the company of Allah. And in it there is a sadness that can not
be removed except with the happiness of knowing Allah and being
true to Him. And in it there is an emptiness that can not be filled
except with love for Him and by turning to Him and always
remembering Him. And if a person were given all of the world and
what is in it, it would not fill this emptiness.” (Ibnul Qayyim)
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Jamiat Expansion Project

Sleeping Early

Alhamdulillah, by the grace and mercy of Allah Ta'ala, the Jamiatul
Ulama (KZN) offices were relocated from the CBD to 223 Alpine
Road in 2010.The relocation has made it very easy for the public to
access our offices and to maximize the service we provide.
Due to the increasing demands to serve the community, we are in
need of expanding the current site. Dedicated offices are required
for mediation and arbitration, counseling, a library, a Dawah desk, a
media desk as well as a Musallah.
To this effect the Shurah of the Jamiat has decided to undertake an
expansion of our present offices. Insha Allah, a draft proposal of our
expansion plans will soon be available for the public to view.
The Jamiat takes the opportunity to express our gratitude for the
support and duas that you have given to us thus far and request that
you continue supporting the various projects of the Jamiat. May Allah
Ta'ala reward you, protect you and grant you Barakah and prosperity
Insha'Allah, Aameen.
Kindly note that ONLY LILLAH donations are suitable for this
project and you may also request a section 18A certificate. This is an
excellent opportunity for Sadaqah Jaariyah.
Banking Details: Nedbank – Argyle Rd. (131426)

Abu Barzah t narrates that Rasulullah r disliked sleeping
before Esha and speaking after Esha. Sayyiduna Umar y
used to discipline people who sat talking after Esha. He
would say: “You sit around and talk in the beginning of
the night and then sleep in the last portion (when you
should have been awake in ibadat)!!”
A good night's sleep makes you feel better and healthier.
Adequate sleep is the key to a healthy lifestyle and can
benefit your heart, body and mind. It promotes good brain
performance and is vital for the basic survival functions of
the human body. A lack of sleep can lead to poor
concentration, weight gain and decreased ability in dealing
with stress. Most importantly it keeps one alert and
enables one to wake up for Tahajjud Salaah or at the least
the Fajar Salaah.
Steps to sleeping early
ü Don't make appointments to meet anyone after Esha.
ü Switch off your mobile phone.
ü Take a power nap in the afternoon. Rasulullah r has
encouraged us to have an afternoon nap (siesta). The
Hakeems recommend a sleep of about 45 minutes.
ü Make it known to friends and family that you sleep early.
Once this message gets out, no one will disturb you
after Esha.
ü Try having supper immediately after Maghrib, or ideally
before Maghrib, especially in summer. Have a light
supper. This will allow you to have a better sleep.
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REVERSION FORMS
The Jamiat has received a number of calls with regard to the burial rites of reverts who had passed away and their bodies were in the
custody of their non-Muslim families. In many instances, the families refuse to release the bodies to be buried under Islamic rites and
bury or cremate the deceased according to their family tradition.This is cause for major concern.To remedy this problem, the Jamiat
has published Affidavits for reverts to fill in to ensure that their final rites are according to Islam.
Important Note for Muslims living with non-Muslims: It is important for all Muslims who are living with non-Muslims to sign a
Muslim Affirmation Affidavit to ensure that they are buried according to Islamic burial rites.The Jamiat has received reports of born
Muslims who were married to non-Muslims and whose bodies were buried or cremated according to non-Muslims rites due to the
spouse's insistence on the same. (Marriage to a non-Muslim is not recognised in Islam and is considered an illicit relationship)
These forms can be downloaded at www.jamiat.org.za/reversion-forms/ or they can be collected from our office.
The document should be signed at a commissioner of oath's office or police station and kept with a reliable person for safekeeping.
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QURBANI
FATWA Q&A
Q&A
Question: I was told that it was necessary to wear a scarf
when I enter the toilet as it is Shaytaan’s home. Please
can you clarify whether this is true or not.
Answer: The Hadith indicates that the Shayateen inhabit
impure places such as the toilet and it is therefore advisable to
wear a scarf or cover the head when entering the toilet.
Sayyidatuna Aa'ishah (Radiyallahu Anha) narrates that
Rasulullah r used to cover his head whenever he entered the
toilet. (Bayhaqi)

Question: Is it true that after praying on the Musalla, you
should fold it and not leave it open? If it is left open,
Shaitaan comes to read namaz on the Musalla?
Answer: There is no truth to this. Shaitaan does not pray
Salaah.The Musalla (prayer mat) may be left open after praying
or it may be folded.Yes, as a mark of respect, if it is feared that
the Musalla will be soiled due to being left open, it should
rather be folded and kept away respectfully.

accountable for her misdeeds. Nevertheless, her parents will
be sinful for allowing her to travel in such a state.

Question: My parents and my sister get income from a
shop where they sell food, household goods, alcohol and
cigarettes.They are Muslims, but non-practicing ones like
many in Russia. May I eat at their home? I explained to my
mother that we are not allowed to eat at the home of
those who sell alcohol. She feels hurt and thinks that I am
too strict in this issue.
Answer: You should continue advising your parents with love
and concern that alcohol is Haraam and likewise, the sale of
alcohol is also Haraam. Also enquire from them as to where
does the majority of their income come from. If it is from the
sale of alcohol, it will not be permissible to partake of meals at
their home nor accept their gifts unless they assure you that
they are from Halaal money. If the majority is from the sale of
the permissible products in their store, you may partake of
meals from their home in general and accept their gifts.
(al-Muheet al-Burhani, Vol: 5, Pg: 367)

And Allah knows best.

Successful Marriage Officer
Course for the Ulama
The Department of Home Affairs recently undertook a first of
its kind programme in KZN to register Imaams as Marriage
officers. This will enable Imaams to conduct civil marriages
together with Islamic marriages. This is to overcome the issue
of Islamic Marriages not enjoying legal status in South Africa.
Alhamdulillah, the Jamiat KZN played a key role in this event
with over 50 Ulama attending the course through the Jamiat.
Insha-Allah a list of registered Marriage Officers in KZN will
be circulated in the near future.
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Question. May an immature girl travel without her
mahram? For example, is it permissible for an 8 year old
girl to travel to another city (or even country) with her
classmates and her teacher (but without any mahram)?
Answer: Apart from it being the command of the Prophet of
Allah r, one of the core reasons why the Shari'ah prohibits a
female from travelling over the distance of Safar (78km)
without a Mahram is for her own protection.
Besides a female's husband and Mahrams, no other person,
regardless of how senior and trustworthy, may be trusted with
this task of travelling with a girl especially over a long distance.
We are aware of a number of incidents where females have
been abused at the hands of those very non-Mahrams who
were considered to be responsible and senior people when
travelling with them. The Shari'ah has put in place this system
of a female travelling with a Mahram for a reason, and it is only
for one's own benefit and safety. After all, Allah is the most
caring and most wise.
The ruling pertaining to travelling without a Mahram is the
same between a Balighah (mature) girl and a non-Balighah girl.
However, since she is not Balighah, she herself will not be sinful
for traveling without a Mahram as a non-Balighah child is not

