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Preface

People commonly adopt role models in life, either consciously or
subconsciously. A person’s choice of a role model will show in
his preferences, likes and dislikes, conduct, attitude, behaviour,

dressing, appearance, etc.

Only that person is worthy of being taken as a role model who
possesses true values and inspires others towards those values,
which ultimately will be of real benefit and lead to true success.
However, unfortunately, in many cases nowadays the reality is
totally different - that such a person is taken as a role model
who even lacks imaan, let alone other values and qualities, such
as modesty, respect, humility, etc.

Allah Ta‘ala has declared the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum)
as those who are worthy of being followed and taken as role
models in the following verse,

i o3 glasy b 28 a5 L el gas i 3E 2015
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“As for the first and foremost of the emigrants (The Muhadjireen)
and the supporters (The Ansaar) and those who followed them in
goodness, Allah Ta‘ala is pleased with them and they are pleased with

Him.” (Surah Taubah v100)
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In order to acquaint the Muslim women of this age with the lives
of the Sahaabiyyaat (radhiyallahu ‘anhunna) so that they may
take guidance from their exemplary lives and choose these
illustrious and pure women as their role models, Uswatul
Muslimah (Role Models for the Muslimah) regularly conducts
programmes on the lives of the Sahaabiyyaat (radhiyallahu
‘anhunna), highlighting pertinent lessons that are applicable to
our daily lives.*

These lectures are being transcribed and prepared in book
form to increase the benefit. While minor changes have been
made, the manner and flow of the talk has been retained. This
will insha-Allah make it a lighter read. However, since it is a
transcript of a lecture, the translation of the Arabic texts would
often be paraphrased and not direct at times.

May Allah Ta‘ala accept this effort and make it a means of
great benefit for the Ummah, aameen.

* Recordings of these programmes are available for download from
www.uswatulmuslimah.co.za.



Introduction

Transformation

Very often, a woman will marvel over the beauty of a rare and
exquisite pearl. Little does she realize that it was once a
worthless speck of dust or grain of sand that entered the oyster,
irritating it, until the oyster transformed it into a valuable pear!!

Similarly, we marvel over a sparkling, fiery diamond, not
realizing that all diamonds were once carbon - like the carbon in
a bag of charcoal. It was the heat near the earth’s core and the
pressure of the soil above that caused it to transform into a
valuable diamond.

Just as worthless substances, to which people don’t give a
second thought, are often transformed into priceless treasures,
there are often people who outwardly seem ordinary or are even
apparently sinners, yet Allah Ta‘ala directs His divine gaze of
mercy towards them, and in just moments, they are transformed
into the saints of the time.

One such example is that of Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu
‘anha). She was the daughter of a Jewish leader who intensely
hated and opposed Islam, doing his utmost to eradicate Deen and
exterminate Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) and the
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Muslims. However, Allah Ta‘ala blessed her not only with imaan,
but with the honour of being the respected wife of Rasulullah
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) and the mother of all the believers.

No ‘Write Offs’

This teaches us an important lesson - no person is a ‘write off’,
neither ourselves nor anybody else. Rather, as long as there is
life, there is hope. Thus, we should never despair of repenting
and changing our lives.

Conversely, we should never look down at any person or
despise him, as we do not know what our end will be. If we pass
away on imaan, we will be fortunate, and if we meet our end on
disbelief, we will be eternally unfortunate.

Lineage

Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) was born into a Jewish
family and was descended from the Banu Israaeel, from the
progeny of Nabi Haaroon (‘alaihis salaam).

It is for this reason that when she was once crying, after
someone taunted her for being the daughter of a Jew, Rasulullah
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) comforted her saying,

Clde 55 b ¢ o ot Elily ¢ g Shas Oly ¢ (gAY 2y
“You are the daughter of a Nabi (Nabi Haaroon [‘alaihis salaam]),

your uncle is a Nabi (Nabi Moosa [‘alaihis salaam]), and you are in the
marriage of a Nabi (Rasulullah [sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam]). How can
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Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha)

anyone then consider himself more privileged than you?” (Sunan
Tirmizi #3894)'

This incident demonstrates to us the unique, beautiful manner
in which Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) picked up her
spirits and made her focus on the positives instead of the

negatives.

After Nabi Haaroon (‘alaihis salaam), her lineage continues
further to Laawi, the son of Nabi Ya’qoob (‘alaihis salaam). Nabi
Ya’'qoob (‘alaihis salaam) was the son of Nabi Ishaaq (‘alaihis
salaam), who was the son Nabi Ebrahim (‘alaihis salaam). She
was thus a descendant of multiple Ambiyaa (‘alaihimus salaam).

Qualities

Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) possessed outstanding
beauty, together with intelligence, tolerance, piety and nobility.
(Siyaru Aa’laamin Nubalaa vol. 2, pg. 232 & 235)°

She was such an expert in cooking that her co-wife, Sayyidah
‘Aaishah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) mentioned: “I did not see anyone
cooking food like her.” (Sunan Abi Dawood #3568)°



Before Islam

Childhood

As a young child, the father of Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu
‘anha) loved her more than all his other children. Similarly, her
father’s brother, Abu Yaasir, loved her the most. On account of
this love for her, if she ever met them while their other children
were present, they would show her attention instead of the
other children.

The Final Nabi

When Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) performed hijrah
and came to Madeenah Munawwarah, Rasulullah (sallallahu
‘alaihi wasallam) first stayed in Qubaa with the Banu ‘Amr bin
‘Auf tribe. While Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) was in
Qubaa, the father of Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha),
Huyayy bin Akhtab, and her uncle, Abu Yaasir, went to
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) at the final portion of the
night (just after subh saadiq), and only returned at sunset. On
their return, they were noted to be weary and dejected, and they
were thus walking quite slowly.
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Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) went to meet them
cheerfully, as she would always do, but they were so depressed
that they did not even turn towards her or acknowledge her. She
then heard her uncle, Abu Yaasir, ask her father, Huyayy, “Is it
him? (i.e. is Muhammad [sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam] the final
Nabi?)” Her father replied, “By Allah! Yes!” Abu Yaasir then
asked, “Are you sure about it and do you recognize him?” When
Huyayy replied in the affirmative, Abu Yaasir finally asked,
“What do you feel about him? (i.e. are you going to accept
him?)” Huyayy replied, “By Allah! As long as I live, I will harbour
enmity for him!” (Seerah Ibni Hishaam vol. 2, pg. 518)*

Blinded by Jealousy

This was the sad plight of the Jews - they allowed their jealousy
and enmity to blind them and deprive them of the wealth of
Islam and the ticket to Jannah. The Quraan Majeed also makes
mention of this very point - that the Jews recognized Rasulullah
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) to be the final messenger of Allah
Ta‘ala, but did not accept him, and instead opposed him, out of
their enmity and hatred.” (Surah Bagarah v109)°

® The reason for their jealousy was that all the Ambiyaa (‘alaihimus salaam)
since Nabi Ya'qoob (‘alaihis salaam) came from the children of Nabi Ishaaq
(‘alaihis salaam), who was their ancestor. They thus expected the final Nabi to
come from their family as well. However, when Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) came from the progeny of Nabi Ismaa‘eel (‘alaihis salaam), they
became extremely jealous of him. This jealousy then prevented them from
accepting the truth despite knowing it.
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When a person is blinded by jealousy and enmity, even his
intelligence is silenced, and to vent his jealousy, he is willing to
put everything at risk - even his life.

Marriages

Before accepting Islam, Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha)
was married to Sallaam bin Abil Hugaiq. After him, she married
his brother, Kinaanah bin Abil Huqaiq. Both brothers were from
the poets of the Jews. (Siyaru Aa’laamin Nubalaa vol. 2, pg. 231)°

Moon in Her Lap

Before the Battle of Khaibar took place, Sayyidah Safiyyah
(radhiyallahu ‘anha) saw a dream in which the moon came from
Yathrib (Madeenah Munawwarah) and fell into her lap. When
she narrated this dream to her husband, Kinaanah, he slapped
her and remarked, “It seems as if you wish to be married to this
king who is coming from Madeenah Munawwarah (referring to
Rasulullah [sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam]).”

After Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) married
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam), he (sallallahu ‘alaihi

¢ One of the reasons for jealousy being such a serious sin is that it amounts to
a person being displeased with the decision of Allah Ta‘ala. So when a woman
is jealous of another woman, because her children are more talented,
beautiful, intelligent or popular, or her husband is more affluent, etc., she is
actually objecting to the decision and distribution of Allah Ta‘ala.
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wasallam) saw a blue bruise near her eye and asked her
regarding the cause of it. She then narrated this incident to
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam). (Tabagaat Ibni Sa’d vol. 8,
pg. 121)’



Battle of Khaibar

Background

The Battle of Khaibar occurred in the year 7 A.H. shortly after
the treaty of Hudaibiyyah. Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) was instructed to launch an attack against the Jews in
Khaibar due to them breaking their peace treaty with the
Muslims and instigating the disbelievers of Makkah Mukarramah
and the tribe of Ghatfaan to fight against the Muslims, causing
the Battle of Khandaq (the Battle of the Trench).

The main conspirators behind this plot was Huyayy bin
Akhtab, the father of Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha), who
had already been killed, and Kinaanah, the husband of Sayyidah
Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha). (Fat-hul Baari vol. 7, pg. 499)°

Women and Children

When Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) entered Khaibar, it
was in the early morning. The Jews of Khaibar were taken by
surprise as they were proceeding to work. Some of them were
carrying shovels and implements of farming. The Muslims
attacked, killing only the men who could fight and resist. As per
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the teaching of Islam, the women, children and elderly were not
killed. (Saheeh Bukhaari #4197 & #4200)°

In stark contrast to this beautiful, merciful teaching of Islam
is the brutality and cruelty of the West who engage in
indiscriminate bombing, or even deliberately bomb civilian
structures such as hospitals and schools.

Bag of Huyayy bin Akhtab

After the Jews were defeated, they surrendered to Rasulullah
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) on the condition that they would
hand over all their wealth to the Muslims. Furthermore, an
important part of the agreement was that they would not
conceal or hide any wealth from the Muslims. Additionally, they
even agreed and acknowledged that if they were caught
violating this agreement, by concealing wealth, they would lose
the protection afforded to them by the agreement and would
thus be executed.

However, even now, they persisted in mischief, as they took
the leather bag of Huyayy bin Akhtab, which contained the
jewellery of the Jews, valued at 10 000 dinaars (gold coins), and
hid it. When Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) asked them
regarding the bag, they insisted that they had spent all the
wealth in the bag for expenses incurred during wars and other
needs. However, Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) knew
that this was not the truth (as the wealth was a very large
amount and insufficient time had passed for all the wealth to
have been spent).

1,
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Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) then asked Kinaanah,
the husband of Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) where
the bag was (as he was responsible for the bag). He replied that
he did not know where the bag was. Thereafter, one of the Jews
came to Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) and mentioned
that he would observe Kinaanah walking around a certain ruin

every morning,.

Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) went to Kinaanah and
asked him, “If we find the wealth, do you accept that we will kill
you (for violating the agreement and losing the protection)?”
Kinaanah agreed and still insisted that he did not know where
the bag was. Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) thereafter
instructed for the area of the ruins to be excavated. After it was
dug, the wealth was found. As punishment for violating the
agreement, Kinaanah was executed. (Sunan Abi Dawood #3006 and
Seerah Ibni Hishaam vol. 3, pg. 336)"°

Captured

Among the prisoners captured in Khaibar was Sayyidah Safiyyah
(radhiyallahu ‘anha). Sayyiduna Dihyah Kalbi (radhiyallahu
‘anhu) had asked Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) for a
captive and Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) had allowed
him to choose one for himself. Sayyiduna Dihyah (radhiyallahu
‘anhu) chose Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha).

Thereafter, the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) came to
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) and mentioned that since
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Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha)

Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) was the daughter of
Huyayy bin Akhtab, who was a senior leader of the Jews and held
in high esteem by them, it was only appropriate that Rasulullah
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) himself take her. Hence, Rasulullah
(sallallahu  ‘alaihi ~wasallam) gave Sayyiduna Dihyah
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu) other slaves in exchange and took Sayyidah
Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) for himself. (Saheeh Bukhaari #371
and Fat-hul Baari vol. 7, pg. 597)"

Change of Heart

When Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) was captured and
had not yet accepted Islam, she initially had intense hatred for
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam), as the Muslims had killed
her father and husband. Therefore, Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) said to her,

(€ Jndg Jad yﬂ\&uiﬂpiopwg»
“0 Safiyyah! Your father had instigated the Arabs against me, and
he did this and he did that”

Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) thus explained to her
that due to her father harbouring enmity against him and Islam,
and always labouring to destroy Islam and harm the Muslims, he
had paved the path to his own destruction.

In this manner, Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) was
pleased and understood. She herself explains that when she first
met Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam), Muhammad
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) was the most hated of people to her,

13,
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and after he explained the crimes of her father to her, Rasulullah
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) was the most beloved of people to
her, even before that sitting had terminated. (Majma‘uz Zawaaid
#15363 & #15369)"

Affection and Communication

This was the loving personality of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam). A person who harboured the greatest enmity for him
just moments before, was absolutely swept off his feet and
captivated by his character, gentleness and loving nature, so
that he involuntarily became the ardent lover of Rasulullah
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam). There are multiple examples of this.

We should thus show love and affection (within the limits of
the sharee‘ah) to people, although they may be hostile towards
us. This will change their attitude towards us and win them over.

Another lesson derived from this incident is the importance
of effective communication. Many problems within our
relationships arise as a result of non-communication or
miscommunication. Hence merely communicating effectively

can alleviate many misunderstandings and disputes.

Choice

Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) thereafter invited her to
accept Islam, in which case he would keep her. He (sallallahu
‘alaihi wasallam) also allowed her to remain a Jew if she chose to
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do so, and even told her that he would free her, allowing her to
reunite with her people. However, her reply was, “O Rasulullah
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)! I have fallen in love with Islam and I
have accepted you as the true Nabi of Allah. I do not have any
desire to be a Jew. You have given me the option to choose
between disbelief and Islam. Allah and His Rasul (sallallahu
‘alaihi wasallam) are more beloved to me than freedom and
returning to my people.” (Tabaqaat Ibni Sa’d vol. 8, pg. 123)"

Slavery over Freedom

Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) was given the choice
between freedom with disbelief and slavery with Islam.
Normally, a person would choose freedom over slavery.
However, Allah Ta‘ala and His Rasul (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)
meant more to her than even freedom and returning to her own
people.

At times in life, we face a similar situation, where we have to
choose between the ‘constraints’ of Deen with the pleasure of
Allah Ta‘ala and the ‘freedom’ of the kuffaar lifestyle. As
believers, we need to realize that the ‘constraints’ of Deen bring
freedom in the Hereafter, whereas the ‘freedom’ of the kuffaar
brings misery in this world and the next. We thus need to choose
Allah Ta‘ala and His Rasul (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) over
everything else.

15,



Marriage to Rasulullah (sallallahu
‘alaihi wasallam)

Cash Rewards

When a person makes a sacrifice and gives preference to the
happiness of Allah Ta‘ala and His Rasul (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam), then apart from the rewards in the Aakhirah, Allah
Ta‘ala blesses the person in this world as well. Thus, in her
situation, Allah Ta‘ala blessed her with one of the greatest
bounties that a woman can enjoy, Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) freed her and took her as his wife. (Saheeh Bukhaari
#371)"

She was seventeen years old at the time. (Tabagaat Ibni Sa’d
vol. 8, pg. 129)"°

Mounting the Camel

Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) then departed from
Khaibar without the nikaah being consummated.

When departing, the camel of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) was brought. Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)
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placed his blessed foot on the ground and offered Sayyidah
Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) his thigh (so that she could place
her foot on his thigh and mount the camel). However, she
refused to place the bottom of her foot on his thigh (out of
respect) and instead placed her knee on his blessed thigh, thus
mounting the camel. (Tabagaat Ibni Sa’d vol. 8, pg. 121)*°

Consideration and Respect

This incident highlights the consideration that Rasulullah
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) showed for his respected wife as
well as the exemplary respect that Sayyidah Safiyyah
(radhiyallahu ‘anha) displayed for Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam).

Although there was a need for her to step on the blessed thigh
of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) in order to mount the
camel, especially due to her short height, she did so without
compromising on the respect of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi

wasallam).

Respect (adab) is an integral part of our Deen, which is
unfortunately becoming extinct. A dedicated effort needs to be
made to acquire this respect and instil it in our children.

Hijaab and Nigaab

She was seated behind Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) on
the same camel, and he covered her body and face with his
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shawl, concealing her as he would with all his pure wives.
(Tabagqaat Ibni Sa’d vol. 8, pg. 121)"

Initially, some Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum), who did not
witness the nikaah, were not sure regarding whether Rasulullah
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) had kept Sayyidah Safiyyah
(radhiyallahu ‘anha) as a slave girl or taken her as his wife. As
hijaab and niqaab is necessary on free women and is not
maintained by slave women, these Sahaabah (radhiyallahu
‘anhum) said, “If he conceals her, she is his wife. If not, she is a

slave.”

When she mounted the camel, seated behind Rasulullah
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam), she was covered. These Sahaabah
(radhiyallahu ‘anhum) realized that she was the respected wife
of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) and not his slave girl.
(Saheeh Muslim #3500)*

This clearly shows that covering the body and face is the
hallmark of a free woman, whereas exposing the body, face, hair,
etc. is the trademark of women who are enslaved. Hijaab and
niqaab thus give a woman value and true freedom, whereas
being bare cheapens a woman and enslaves her to the world
around her.

Spending the Night

When Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) arrived in a place
named Thibaar, approximately six miles from Khaibar, he
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wished to spend the night with Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu
‘anha). However, she desisted.

Thereafter, on reaching a place named Sahbaa, slightly
further from Khaibar, Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)
said to Sayyidah Ummu Sulaim (radhiyallahu ‘anha), “Attend to
her (Sayyidah Safiyyah [radhiyallahu ‘anhu]) and comb her hair
(i.e. adorn her).” Sayyidah Ummu Sulaim and some other
Sahaabiyyaat (radhiyallahu ‘anhunna) thus adorned her, combed
her hair and perfumed her with some very exclusive perfume.
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) thereafter spent the
night with her.

Concern for Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam)

During the night, Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) asked
her why she had initially desisted when he had intended to
spend the night with her.

Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) replied, “We were still
close to the area of the Jews and I feared for your life.” This
response pleased Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam). (Saheeh
Muslim #3500 and Tabagqaat Ibni Sa’d vol. 8, pg. 121)"

Beautification

Islam does not prohibit us from beautifying and adorning
ourselves, provided it is done within the limits of sharee‘ah.
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However, a major problem that comes about is when the laws
of sharee‘ah are broken for this purpose, to the extent that a
Muslim woman does not perceive any problem whatsoever in
going to a male beautician or make-up artist. Even worse is when
she thereafter allows him to take her picture and upload it onto
his Facebook or Instagram.

Simple Waleemah

The following morning, Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)
held the waleemah. He (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) announced
to the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum), “Whoever has anything
(to eat) should bring it.” Some Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum)
brought ghee, some brought dates, some brought cheese and
others brought saweeq (a dish of powdered wheat or barley).
These ingredients were mixed into a sweet dish known as hais
which was eaten for the waleemah. (Saheeh Bukhaari #371)%

This was the extent of the simplicity of the waleemah of
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam). Not only was the food
simple, but Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) even asked
the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) to bring whatever they had
available.

Waleemah is an emphasised sunnah. However, in order to
fulfil this sunnah, we do not have to break the laws of Allah
Ta‘ala. We should fulfil this sunnah according to our means and
in a way that is manageable. If a person has the ability to feed
ten people, he will fulfil the sunnah of waleemah in that way. If
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he can feed fifty, then he will fulfil the sunnah in this way. We do
not need to put ourselves through difficulty or problems in
order to fulfil this sunnah of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam).

This is the beauty of Islam. Islam is not only for the wealthy,
rather it is for everyone. Hence, Islam teaches us simplicity.
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) has said: “Indeed, the
nikaah with the greatest amount of blessings is the one with the
least amount of expenses.” (Musnad Ahmad #24529)"'

Extravagant Weddings

In stark contrast to this, the extravagance in our functions -
especially weddings - is only escalating. The desire is to outdo
others and impress people by doing something that no one has
done.

Apart from the exorbitant amount of money that is wasted,
these functions are often filled with sin. From intermingling of
males and females to music and photography, ‘anything goes’ in
the spirit of entertainment and having a good time. This is a
recipe for destruction and a means of attracting the wrath of
Allah Ta‘ala.’

4 Alhamdulillah, Uswatul Muslimah has prepared a detailed book “Avoiding
Divine Wrath” on this topic which can be downloaded from
http://uswatulmuslimah.co.za/books/Avoiding Divine_Wrath.pdf.

21,



Important Incidents

Possessiveness and Rivalry

Being possessive over the husband is something which is natural
in women. When a woman is so possessive over her ordinary
husband, imagine the possessiveness that the honourable wives
of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) had over the greatest
of all mankind and the person whose love is not only compulsory
but an act of great ‘ibaadah.

Hence, their feelings of love and possessiveness were not only
natural (being wives) but were also praiseworthy and
commendable as it was driven by love for Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam). They would thus compete to win his attention. In
these circumstances, it would have been unnatural for them not
to have shown some rivalry.

Sometimes, however, in the spirit of love, possessiveness and
rivalry, a person can become carried away and err. Occasionally,
when these kind of incidents had taken place among the
honourable wives of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam), he
cautioned them and corrected them.

The important lesson is that while a wife may be possessive
over her husband, she should not conduct herself in such a way
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that she does not even allow him to spend any time or do
anything for his mother and other family members.

Because of the outstanding beauty of Sayyidah Safiyyah
(radhiyallahu ‘anha) and her praiseworthy qualities, she

experienced this rivalry on a few occasions.

Toxic Statement

On one occasion, Sayyidah ‘Aaishah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) made a
remark to Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) saying, “There
is no need to mention anything more about Safiyyah
(radhiyallahu ‘anha) than this,” indicating to the fact that
Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) was short. Rasulullah
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) said,

((ﬁ»jlﬂ\%@.ﬁjjwf\;ﬂ.w»
“You have uttered such a statement that if it were to be mixed with

the water of the ocean, it would overpower it.” (Sunan Abi Dawood
#4875)%

The ocean is so vast that it covers more than 70% of the earth’s
surface. It is so vast that people dump waste and sewerage into
it, yet we find scant trace of it, as it simply ‘swallows’ it.
However, in this hadeeth, Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)
told Sayyidah ‘Aaishah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) that gheebah
(backbiting) is so ‘toxic’ that if a statement of gheebah were
mixed into the ocean, it would overcome it and poison the entire
ocean.
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“Your Jewess”

Another example of this rivalry is an incident that had taken
place during the Farewell Hajj of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam). While travelling to Makkah Mukarramah, the camel
of Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha), which was one of the
best camels, kneeled due to sickness (and could not travel). She
thus began to cry.

When Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) was informed of
her plight and that she was crying, he immediately came and
began to wipe her tears with his blessed hand. However, her
crying increased and despite Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) telling her not to cry, she was unable to stop.

Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) thus instructed the
Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) to halt, although he initially
had no intention of halting at that point. After halting, the tent
of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) was erected. Rasulullah
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) then entered his tent.

That day was the turn of Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu
‘anha). Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) was worried, as
she did not know whether her crying had caused Rasulullah
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) to become upset with her.

She thus went to Sayyidah ‘Aaishah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) and
said, “You know that I would never trade my day with Rasulullah
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) for anything in the world. However,
I have given my day to you so that you can make Rasulullah
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) happy with me.” Sayyidah ‘Aaishah
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(radhiyallahu ‘anha) agreed and thus spent the day with
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) thus pleasing him (as she
was the most beloved wife).

When it was time to depart, Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) asked his respected wife, Sayyidah Zainab bintu Jahsh
(radhiyallahu ‘anha), to lend a spare camel of hers to Sayyidah
Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha). However, (out of possessiveness
and the natural rivalry which exists between co-wives) she said,
“Should I give a camel to your Jewess?” Rasulullah (sallallahu
‘alaihi wasallam) was extremely upset at this and thus
abandoned speaking to her and spending time with her for more
than two months. (Sunan Abi Dawood #4602 Musnad Ahmad #26866)*

This incident also teaches us the importance of guarding the

tongue and the seriousness of not being careful in our speech.

Anger for Deen

Another lesson learnt is that of becoming angry for the sake of
Allah Ta‘ala and Deen, and appropriately correcting the family
members thereafter.

Today, we become angry with our family for numerous
worldly reasons. However, do we become angry when they miss
their salaah? When they speak a lie, behave dishonestly or break
any command of Deen?
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“This is Safiyyah”

Once, during the final ten days of Ramadhaan, while Rasulullah
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) was in i'tikaaf, Sayyidah Safiyyah
(radhiyallahu ‘anha) went to visit him. After speaking to
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) for some time, she turned
to leave, and Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) went with
her to her door (which was adjacent to the masjid).

As they reached her door, two Sahaabah (radhiyallahu
‘anhuma) from the Ansaar passed by and made salaam to
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam). When they saw
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) with a woman (they did
not know who the woman was), they quickly moved away, due to
hayaa (modesty).

Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) stopped them and
informed them that the woman to whom he was speaking was
Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha). The Sahaabah
(radhiyallahu ‘anhuma) said, “Subhaanallah!” and were
surprised that Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) informed
them, as it was inconceivable for them to ever suspect that
Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) could have been speaking

to a non-mahram.

Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) said, “I did not say this
to you thinking that you suspected me of evil. Shaitaan can
reach a person as his blood reaches him, and 1 feared that he
would place some feeling or suspicion in your hearts.” (Saheeh
Bukhaari #2035 Fat-hul Baari vol. 4, pg. 351)**
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Avoiding Areas of Suspicion

We should always try to harbour a good opinion of the next
person, make an excuse for the person and give them the benefit
of the doubt, instead of harbouring an ill opinion of them.

However, on our part, we should make an effort to avoid
places and situations of suspicion. This includes a person being
suspicious in their cellphone-usage behaviour. Many a spouse
keeps their phone locked with a passcode, fingerprint scanner or
even retina scanner, and do not even allow their near and dear,
most beloved husband to “invade their privacy and personal
space”. This secrecy naturally causes one to wonder, “What are
they trying to hide?”

A Demand of Hayaa

The fact that the two Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhuma) moved
away quickly explains an important point - if a man has to take
his wife out of the home for some need, then while they are out
together, the demand of modesty is that another man should not
to go up to him to speak to him, while his wife is with him.
Similarly, another woman should not come to speak to his wife,
while the husband is in close proximity.
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Love for Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi

wasallam)

When Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) was in his final
illness, shortly before departing from this world, noticing his
pain and difficulty, Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) told
him, “If only I were sick instead of you!” Certain other women
began to look at her strangely when she said this. Noticing the
strange looks which they were giving her, Rasulullah (sallallahu
‘alaihi wasallam) told them that when Sayyidah Safiyyah
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu) had said that, she had sincerely meant it.
(Siyaru Aa’laamin Nubalaa vol. 2, pg. 235)*

Don’t Be Judgemental

Only Allah Ta‘ala knows what is in a person’s heart. It is thus
impermissible for us to judge a person negatively by thinking,
“He or she is only performing salaah or reciting Quraan Majeed
to impress people.” Instead, we should harbour a good opinion
of people as far as possible.

Even worse is when we confront a person who is sincerely
trying to change their ways and reform for the better and say to
them, “Who are you trying to fool? Since when are you so
pious?” These statements completely demoralize a person and
make them feel depressed.
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Serious Complaint

A slave girl belonging to Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha)
once came to Sayyiduna ‘Umar (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) during his
rule and told him that Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha)
loved the day of Saturday (the day of the Jews) and that she had
ties with the Jews.

On receiving this information, which was serious, as a Muslim
should honour the day of Friday and not have close ties with the
disbelievers, Sayyiduna ‘Umar (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) called for
Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) in order to investigate

the information.

Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) explained that the
accusation of her loving the day of Saturday was false, as since
she accepted Islam, she only loved the day of Jumu‘ah and had
no love for Saturday. As for her ties with the Jews, then they
were her family, and she maintained these family ties as
maintaining ties is a basic teaching of Islam.

Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) thereafter asked her
slave girl what had caused her to carry these false allegations to
Sayyiduna ‘Umar (radhiyallahu ‘anhu). The slave girl replied,
“Shaitaan.” Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) immediately
freed her. (Al-Istee‘aab vol. 4, pg. 427)*°

There are numerous lessons learnt from this incident.

29,



Role Models for the Muslimah #01

Confirmation of Information

Firstly, it is vital to verify information before acting on it or
transmitting it to others, especially as there are many people
who deliberately sow the seeds of misinformation in an effort to
spread mischief and create fights, quarrels and disunity. Hence,
not verifying information leads to many misunderstandings and

problems.

Proudly Muslim

Secondly, for a Muslim, the greatest day of the week is the day of
Jumu‘ah. A Muslim should love and honour this day more than
any other day.

Similarly, being Muslims, we should not show any love or
honour to the sacred days and occasions of the disbelievers. We
need to be proud of what we have, and not suffer from an

inferiority complex.

Family Ties

Thirdly, maintaining family ties is so important that even if
one’s relatives are disbelievers, he should maintain ties with
them, hoping to attract them to Islam.
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Befriending and Emulating the Disbelievers

Fourthly, it should be understood that a Muslim will show
kindness and good character to disbelievers, but will not become
their friend and have love for them. The false rumour seemed to
portray that Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) was friends
with these Jews, and thus Sayyiduna ‘Umar (radhiyallahu ‘anhu)
felt the need to investigate the rumour and address it if

necessary.

When being friends and having love for the Jews and other
disbelievers was such a serious matter for the Sahaabah
(radhiyallahu ‘anhum), then would they have ever allowed us to
emulate these disbelievers and mimic their every action, fashion

and way?

Good Character

Fifthly, the highest level of good character is where a person is
prepared to show good character to those who wrong and harm
him. Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) displayed this high
level of character by freeing the slave girl who had spread false
rumours regarding her.
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Demise

Details

Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) passed away in
Ramadhaan in the year 50 A.H. during the rule of Sayyiduna
Mu‘aawiyah (radhiyallahu ‘anhu). (Al-Isee‘aab vol. 4, pg. 427)”

She is buried in Jannatul Bagee’ in Madeenah Munawwarah.
(Siyaru Aa’laamin Nubalaa vol. 2, pg. 238)*

Falling into Sajdah

On receiving the news of her demise, Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah bin
‘Abbaas (radhiyallahu ‘anhuma) immediately fell into sajdah.
When asked why he had done this, he narrated the hadeeth
wherein Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) taught the
Ummabh to fall into sajdah on seeing a sign that could signal the
onset of punishment. (Sunan Tirmizi #3891 and Mirqaat vol. 3, pg.
598)”
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Source of Mercy

The respected wives of Rasulullah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)
were a great source of mercy for the Ummah. On account of
their piety and position in the court of Allah Ta‘ala, their
presence was a cause of mercy descending on the Ummah and
punishment being withheld.

With their demise, there is fear that the punishment that was
withheld will now fall, and so Sayyiduna ‘Abdullah bin ‘Abbaas
(radhiyallahu ‘anhuma) immediately fell into sajdah, as the zikr
of Allah Ta‘ala can also repel the punishment of Allah Ta‘ala.”

The same applies with all the pious friends of Allah Ta‘ala i.e.
the Mashaayikh, the ‘Ulama and all the seniors of Deen. Their
presence is a source of Allah Ta‘ala’s mercy and on account of
them, Allah Ta‘ala sometimes withholds His punishment.

May Allah Ta‘ala reward Sayyidah Safiyyah (radhiyallahu
‘anha) the best of rewards, allow us to follow in her noble
footsteps and raise us in her company on the Day of Qiyaamabh,
aameen.
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