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Preface

People commonly adopt role models in life, either consciously or
subconsciously. A person’s choice of a role model will show in
his preferences, likes and dislikes, conduct, attitude, behaviour,

dressing, appearance, etc.

Only that person is worthy of being taken as a role model who
possesses true values and inspires others towards those values,
which ultimately will be of real benefit and lead to true success.
However, unfortunately, in many cases nowadays, the reality is
totally different - that such a person is taken as a role model
who even lacks imaan, let alone other values and qualities, such
as modesty, respect, humility, etc.

Allah Ta‘ala has declared the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum)
as those who are worthy of being followed and taken as role
models in the following verse,

Lo s = .2 , 2,48 /vF/ /’./’//v 20 /,)G/’/’i‘- Jyy -
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“As for the first and foremost of the emigrants (The Muhaajireen) and
the supporters (The Ansaar) and those who followed them in goodness,
Allah Ta‘ala is pleased with them and they are pleased with Him.”
(Surah Taubah v100)
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In order to acquaint the Muslim women of this age with the lives
of the Sahaabiyyaat (radhiyallahu ‘anhunna) so that they may
take guidance from their exemplary lives and choose these
illustrious and pure women as their role models, Uswatul
Muslimah (Role Models for the Muslimah) regularly conducts
programmes on the lives of the Sahaabiyyaat (radhiyallahu
‘anhunna), highlighting pertinent lessons that are applicable to
our daily lives.®

These lectures are being transcribed and prepared in book
form to increase the benefit. While minor changes have been
made, the manner and flow of the talk has been retained. This
will insha-Allah make it a lighter read. However, since it is a
transcript of a lecture, the translation of the Arabic texts would
often be paraphrased and not direct at times.

May Allah Ta‘ala accept this effort and make it a means of
great benefit for the Ummah, aameen.

* Recordings of these programmes are available for download from
www.uswatulmuslimah.co.za.
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Sayyidah Ruqayyah

(radhiyallahu ‘anha)

The Second Daughter of Rasulullah
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)






Introduction

Second Daughter

Sayyidah Ruqayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) was the second eldest
daughter born to Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) from his
blessed wife, Sayyidah Khadeejah (radhiyallahu ‘anha). (Tabaqaat
Ibni Sa’d vol. 8, pg. 217)

Birth

She was born when Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) was thirty-
three years old (i.e. seven years before nubuwwah). (Mustadrak
Haakim #6848)°

Beauty

Allah Ta‘ala had blessed Sayyidah Rugayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha)
with outstanding beauty. (Al-Isaabah vol. 8, pg. 177)°

7o
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Role Models for the Muslimah #03

Islam

When Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) was blessed with
nubuwwah, his respected wife, Sayyidah Khadeejah
(radhiyallahu ‘anha), and her four daughters, including Sayyidah
Rugayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha), were the first to bring imaan in
him. (Tabagaat Ibni Sa’d vol. 8, pg. 36)"
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First Marriage

‘Utbah bin Abi Lahab

Prior to Islam, the paternal uncle of Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam), Abu Lahab, had proposed for the hand of Sayyidah
Ruqayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) in marriage to his son ‘Utbah
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu).” Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) accepted
the proposal and married her to ‘Utbah (radhiyallahu ‘anhu).
However, the marriage was not consummated. (Tabraani -
Majma‘uz Zawaaid #9890)°

Announcing Islam

When Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) received nubuwwah and
was thereafter instructed by Allah Ta‘ala to openly invite the
people and his family to Islam, he (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)
climbed Mount Safa and called out the names of certain tribes

and individuals.

® ‘Utbah (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) was blessed with Islam on the occasion of the
Conquest of Makkah Mukarramabh. (Al-Isaabah vol. 4, pg. 365)

#h
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Role Models for the Muslimah #03

When they had gathered, Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)
invited them to Islam and warned them of punishment if they
refused to accept.

Abu Lahab

It was on this occasion that Abu Lahab, the father-in-law of
Sayyidah Rugayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha), became furious and
angered with Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam).

He addressed Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) in the most
insolent manner saying,
¢ Laea 1T Cagdl sl G L

“Woe be to you the entire day! Have you gathered us for this? (i.e.
You have wasted our time!)”

Surah Lahab

Allah Ta‘ala came to the defence of His Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) and revealed Surah Lahab. Allah Ta‘ala says,

TS dyliies
May the two hands of Abu Lahab perish, and may he perish.

L

oS g \.252]}\5: il.?—c;;‘ (A

Neither his wealth nor what he earned shall benefit him.
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He will soon enter a fire, full of flames,
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Sayyidah Rugayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha)
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and his wife as well, the carrier of firewood.
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Around her neck, shall be a well-twisted rope.
(Saheeh Bukhaari #4770 and Saheeh Muslim #501)°

In this surah, the door of Abu Lahab’s imaan was perpetually
closed because of the disrespect he showed to Rasulullah
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam).

Divorce

When this surah was revealed, Abu Lahab and his wife, Ummu
Jameel, summoned their sons ‘Utbah (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) and
‘Utaibah. ‘Utbah (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) was married to Sayyidah
Rugayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) and ‘Utaibah was married to the
third daughter of Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam), Sayyidah
Ummu Kulthoom (radhiyallahu ‘anha).

Abu Lahab said to them, “My face is forbidden upon your
faces (i.e. I do not want to see your faces) until you divorce the
daughters of Muhammad (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam).” Their
mother, Ummu Jameel said to them, “Your wives have left the
religion of our forefathers, so divorce them!”

Hence, both brothers divorced the daughters of Nabi
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam).

75
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Role Models for the Muslimah #03

Great Test

What must have been the condition of Sayyidah Ruqayyah
(radhiyallahu ‘anha) who was a young girl at that time. Before
her life could even commence, this great test came before her in

the name of Islam.
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Marriage to ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu
‘anhu)

Much Better

Sayyidah Ruqayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) was divorced, but Allah
Ta‘ala had planned something much more magnificent for her.
Shortly thereafter, she was married to Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan bin
‘Affaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu), the third khaleefah of Islam and the
beloved Sahaabi of Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam). (Tabraani -
Majma‘uz Zawaaid #9890)

This is exactly the case when a person gives up something for
the sake of Allah Ta‘ala, Allah Ta‘ala will definitely reward him
with something better, since He appreciates the sacrifice that his
servant makes for His pleasure.

Amazing Incident

There is a very amazing incident regarding the marriage of
Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) to Sayyidah Rugayyah
(radhiyallahu ‘anha).

Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) says,

£
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Role Models for the Muslimah #03

“One day (prior to Islam), I was sitting near the Ka’bah when a
person came and said, ‘Muhammad (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)
has married his daughter Rugayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) to
‘Utbah bin Abi Lahab.’

When I heard this news, I felt saddened at the fact that (I
missed this opportunity and) ‘Utbah bin Abi Lahab had preceded
me in getting the hand of Sayyidah Ruqayyah (radhiyallahu
‘anha) in marriage.

Shortly thereafter, I went home and found that my aunt,
Su’daa bintu Kuraz (radhiyallahu ‘anha) had come to visit.”

She was a woman who was frequented by jinn, and at times
she would be informed of events that were going to happen in
the future.

Glad tidings

Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) then says, “When my
aunt saw me, she began reciting these couplets,

Lgfi BW) GBI f: 159 B S 9 fz.:t
‘Glad tidings and congratulations to you thrice (O ‘Uthmaan). Then
another three times and yet another three times.

R I T e L
Then one more to complete ten. You are going to receive much good and

be saved from a lot of evil.
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Sayyidah Rugayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha)

You will get married to a chaste, beautiful woman; you are a virgin and
she is also a virgin.’

I was astonished by what she said and asked, ‘O my aunt! What
are you saying?’ She said to me,

olal ey JUdl el Olaze | Olaze | Olaze

‘0 ‘Uthmaan, 0 ‘Uthmaan, O ‘Uthmaan! You have (been blessed with)
beauty, honour and position.

OL) iz al i KIPSAIPPORCRRTY

Here is a Nabi with clear proofs and signs. The Rabb of recompense has
deputed him with His truth.

By Sy L Y anils OBally Jordl ooy

The Quraan and the Furqaan (distinguishing book) has come. Follow it;
do not let the idols misguide you.”

She further explained that Muhammad bin ‘Abdillah (sallallahu
‘alaihi wasallam) is the messenger of Allah Ta‘ala and she also
gave certain details about him. Saying this she left and went
away.

Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) says, “These
statements of my aunt had affected me and I continued to
ponder over them. Sometime later, I went to my dear friend, Abu
Bakr (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) whilst he was sitting all by himself.
When I entered, he perceived that I was in some thought and
enquired regarding the matter (that was worrying me)? So I
narrated to him the incident of my aunt and what she had told

7

me.
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Role Models for the Muslimah #03

Islam of ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu)

Sayyiduna Abu Bakr (radhiyallahu ‘anhu), seizing this
opportunity, invited Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu)
to Islam and requested him to personally hear what Nabi
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) had to say. He agreed and shortly
thereafter Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) passed by.
Sayyiduna Abu Bakr (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) spoke to him
confidentially.

Thereafter, Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) sat beside him
and invited him to the Deen of Allah Ta‘ala. There and then,
Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) recited the kalimah
and accepted Islam.

Marriage and Poetry

Not long thereafter, Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu)
married Sayyidah Rugayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha).

Regarding the Islam of Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu
‘anhu) and his marriage to Sayyidah Ruqayyah (radhiyallahu
‘anha), the same aunt of Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu
‘anhu), Sayyidah Su’daa bintu Kuraz (radhiyallahu ‘anha) said
the following couplets,

A ) g dilg o)l gy Al Oleze Bl s
“Allah Ta‘ala has guided His chosen servant ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu
‘anhu) through His word. He guided him and Allah Ta‘ala is the One
who guides towards the truth.

P
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Sayyidah Rugayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha)

G e da Y Gl ol 0, g i) s s
He followed Muhammad (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) through his
correct reasoning. After all, the son of Arwaa (i.e. his mother) cannot be

blocked from the path of truth.
Y@ et e ,AS 0SS Sl ] Ssadl 4SSl

And the Messenger (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) handed one of his
daughters to him in marriage. (This union is such that) it resembles the
sun and the full moon combining on the horizon.

ETCRINS WO W I (VA E s el Ll L S5l
May my life be sacrificed for you, O son of the Banu Haashim (sallallahu
‘alaihi wasallam)! You are the trustee of Allah Ta‘ala who has been sent

for (the guidance of) the entire creation.”
(Al-Isaabah vol. 8, pgs. 176 - 178)°

Most Beautiful Couple

Sayyiduna Usaamah bin Zaid (radhiyallahu ‘anhuma) says,

“Once Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) sent me to (the home
of) Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) with a plate of
meat. | entered and Sayyidah Ruqayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) was
sitting (there as well).

“When I returned, Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) asked me,
‘Did you go in? When I said, ‘Yes’, Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi

¢ After quoting this narration, Imaam Tabraani (rahimahullah) says, “This
incident was before the laws of hijaab were revealed.” (Al- Mujamul Kabeer #97)

LAY
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Role Models for the Muslimah #03

wasallam) asked, ‘Have you seen a more beautiful couple than
the two of them?’ I replied, ‘No.” (Tabraani - Majma‘uz Zawaaid
#14496)°

Therefore, people would say, “The most beautiful couple that
a person could ever see, was Sayyidah Rugayyah (radhiyallahu
‘anha) and her husband Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu
‘anhu). (Al-Isaabah vol. 8, pg. 178)"°

Serving her Husband

One day Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) entered the house of
his daughter, Sayyidah Ruqgayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha), while she
was busy washing the hair of Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu
‘anhu).

Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) asked Sayyidah Ruqayyah
(radhiyallahu ‘anha), “How do you find Abu ‘Abdillah (i.e. your
husband, ‘Uthmaan [radhiyallahu ‘anhu])? Sayyidah Ruqayyah
(radhiyallahu ‘anha) replied, “(I find him to be) excellent.”

Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) then advised her with these

beautiful words,

((&BQQWTWTOAJJPL%A;B))

“Honour him (and take good care of him), for indeed, from among
my companions, he is among those who resemble me the most with
regards to character.”

(Mustadrak Haakim #6854 and Tabraani - Majma‘uz Zawaaid
#14506)"!

Ed
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Sayyidah Rugayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha)

Great Lessons

This incident contains great lessons:

Firstly, despite Sayyidah Rugayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) being
the respected daughter of Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam), she
did not feel it below her dignity to serve her husband in the
above manner.

Secondly, Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) himself
encouraged her to honour and serve her husband. Thus, parents
need to give correct guidance to their children in their marital
issues and not just take their side.

Thirdly, Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) very clearly
explained a great quality and virtue of Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan

(radhiyallahu ‘anhu).

LAY
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Three Migrations

A great virtue of Sayyidah Rugayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) and
her husband Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) was that
they acquired the virtue and reward of hijrah (migration) thrice.
(Usdul Ghaabah vol. 3, pg. 216)"

Extreme Persecution

When the Quraish intensified their oppression against the
Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum), to such a point that it became
extremely difficult for the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) to
live a normal life in Makkah Mukarramah, perceiving their
difficulty, Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) allowed them to
migrate to Abyssinia in the fifth year after nubuwwah.

First Migration

Among the very first Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) who had
migrated to Abyssinia, was Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu
‘anhu) with his respected wife, Sayyidah Ruqayyah (radhiyallahu
‘anha). (Usdul Ghaabah vol. 5, pg. 286 and Al-Bidaayah wan Nihayah
vol. 6, pg. 32)"



Sayyidah Rugayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha)

Severe Difficulty

Once again, Sayyidah Rugayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) had to
undergo great difficulty for the sake of Deen. She had to forsake
her hometown, the blessed city of Makkah Mukarramah and
leave her beloved father, Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) her
mother, Sayyidah Khadeejah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) and her

sisters.

When a girl gets married and moves to a different town,
together with the sadness, there is a sense of happiness as well,
since she is settling down in life. However, here, it was a totally
different situation.

Beautiful Example

Sayyidah Ruqayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) made this sacrifice for
the sake of her Deen and the preservation of imaan, thereby
presenting a beautiful example for every Muslimah till the Day
of Qiyaamah; that for the sake of Deen and preserving one’s
imaan, no challenge is too great, even if it means sacrificing

everything and every comfort.

Concern for His Daughter

When Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan and Sayyidah Ruqayyah
(radhiyallahu ‘anhuma) left for Abyssinia, Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) would eagerly anticipate some news regarding them.

£
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Role Models for the Muslimah #03

This continued until one day a woman came and informed
Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) that she had seen Sayyiduna
‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) leading Sayyidah Rugayyah
(radhiyallahu ‘anha) on a donkey moving towards the coast.

First Family to Migrate

Hearing this, Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) made du‘aa for

them in the following words:

968 by am alal 2 ls e Jof Olaze O) ¢ dl) Lagumas »

“May Allah Ta‘ala be with them. ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) is
indeed the first person to migrate (for the sake of Allah Ta‘ala) with his
family after Nabi Loot (‘alaihis salaam).”

(Usdul Ghaabah vol. 5, pg. 286, Al-Bidaayah wan Nihaayah vol. 3,
pg. 73 and Mustadrak Haakim #6849)"*

Second Migration

After spending a short while in Abyssinia, a rumour reached the
Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) that were in Abyssinia, that the
disbelievers of Makkah Mukarramah have accepted Islam.
Hence, they returned to Makkah Mukarramah. It was only when
they came close to Makkah Mukarramah did they come to know
that the information was false.

After their return, since the disbelievers began to harass them
even more, Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) once again
permitted them to migrate to Abyssinia. Thus, Sayyiduna

5
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Sayyidah Rugayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha)

‘Uthmaan and Sayyidah Rugayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anhuma) also
went back.

Third Migration

Finally, the news reached them in Abyssinia that Nabi (sallallahu
‘alaihi wasallam) and the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) are
migrating to Madeenah Munawwarah.

Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan and Sayyidah Ruqayyah (radhiyallahu
‘anhuma) returned to Makkah Mukarramah and then migrated
for a third time to Madeenah Munawwarah.

Blessed with a Son

While Sayyidah Ruqayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) lived in
Abyssinia, she was blessed with a son by the name of ‘Abdullah
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu).

After the demise of his mother, when he reached the age of
six, a rooster pecked his eye, due to which his face swelled up
and he became sick. This then resulted in his demise in Jumaadal
Oola 4 AH. Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) performed his
janaazah salaah. (Usdul Ghaabah vol. 5, pg. 286)"
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Demise

Falling 111

Whilst in Madeenah Munawwarah, in the second year after
hijrah, Sayyidah Rugayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) was affected by
measles and became very ill.

This coincided with the Battle of Badr. Hence, Nabi (sallallahu
‘alaihi wasallam) had to leave Madeenah Munawwarah to
participate in the battle.

Remaining Behind

Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam), however, instructed Sayyiduna
‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) not to join the army but to
remain behind in Madeenah Munawwarah and take care of his

ailing wife.

Despite the great virtue of participating in the Battle of Badr,
Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) complied with the
instruction of Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) and remained in

Madeenah Munawwarah to take care of Sayyidah Ruqayyah
(radhiyallahu ‘anha).



Sayyidah Rugayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha)

Balance

This explains the great balance that Deen teaches. On the one
hand, Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) made the sacrifice of
going out to battle whilst his beloved daughter was ill, since it
was extremely necessary. However, on the hand, he did not
allow Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) to join this great
expedition and instructed him to take care of his wife, since that

was more important for him at that time.

Not Present

When Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) was still out in Badr, his
beloved daughter, Sayyidah Rugayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha),
breathed her last in Madeenah Munawwarah.

Such were the sacrifices that were made for this beautiful
Deen to be completed and passed down to the Ummah!

News of Victory

When Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) had just
completed her burial, he heard the shouts of the takbeer of
Sayyiduna Zaid bin Haarithah (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) who had
arrived from Badr with the glad tidings of victory. (Usdul Ghaabah
vol. 5, pg. 286)"°

#
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Counted Among Them

Although Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) did not
participate in the battle, Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)
counted him among the participants and even gave him a share
of the booty.

Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) asked, “(Will T also
receive) my reward O Rasul of Allah (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam)?” Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) replied, “(You will
receive) your reward (as well). (Tabraani - Majma‘uz Zawaaid
#14522)"

This was because his non-participation was due to a genuine
reason and as per the instruction of Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam).

Hence, if a person had a firm resolve to do a good action, but
could not carry it out due to a genuine excuse, he will insha-
Allah receive the reward of that good action.

Forerunner

When Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) returned from Badr and
stood at the grave of his beloved daughter, Sayyidah Ruqayyah
(radhiyallahu ‘anha), he (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) said, “Join

up with our good forerunner, ‘Uthmaan bin Maz‘oon
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu).”

The reason for Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) saying this
was that he was the first Muhaajir to pass away in Madeenah

B
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Sayyidah Rugayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha)

Munawwarah in the second year after hijrah and Sayyidah
Rugqayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) passed away shortly after him.

Crying

When the women were crying over the loss of Sayyidah
Rugayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) and Sayyiduna ‘Umar
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu) tried to stop them with his whip, Nabi
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) held his hand and said, “O ‘Umar!
Allow them to cry.”

Then Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) addressed the women
and said, “You may cry (if you wish). However, beware of the
screaming of Shaitaan (i.e. do not scream and cry)! That which is
in the heart and from the eyes (i.e. feeling pain and shedding
tears) is from Allah Ta‘ala and a result of compassion, and that
which is from the hands and tongue (i.e. hitting one’s cheeks and
complaining about Allah Ta‘ala) is from Shaitaan.”

Sayyidah Faatimah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) sat next to Nabi
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) crying (over the loss of her sister)
and Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) wiped her tears with the
corner of his shawl. (Tabagaat Ibni Sa’'d vol. 8, pg. 37 and Musnad
Ahmad #3031)"®

It is natural for a person to feel pain, or even cry at the time
of some difficulty, and Deen does allow for this. However,
expressing grief must be kept within the limits of Deen and
should not result in a person behaving in an impermissible

manner or uttering wrong statements.

5
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Sayyidah Ummu Kulthoom
(radhiyallahu ‘anha)

The Third Daughter of Rasulullah
(sallallahu ‘alaifi wasallam)






Introduction

Third Daughter

Sayyidah Ummu Kulthoom (radhiyallahu ‘anha) was the third
daughter born to Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) from his
blessed wife, Sayyidah Khadeejah (radhiyallahu ‘anha). (Usdul
Ghaabah vol. 5, pg. 486)"

Birth

Sayyidah Ummu Kulthoom was born when Nabi (sallallahu
‘alaihi wasallam) was approximately 34 years of age (i.e. six years
before nubuwwah). (Mustadrak Haakim # 6848, Al-Isaabah vol. 8, pg.
263 and Tabaqaat Ibni Sa’d vol. 8, pg. 16)*°

Islam

When Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) was blessed with
nubuwwah, his respected wife, Sayyidah Khadeejah
(radhiyallahu ‘anha), and her four daughters, including Sayyidah
Ummu Kulthoom (radhiyallahu ‘anha), were the first to bring
imaan in him. (Tabaqaat Ibni Sa’d vol. 8, pg. 37)*'

2o
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First Marriage

‘Utaibah bin Abi Lahab

Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) had given the hand of Sayyidah
Ummu Kulthoom (radhiyallahu ‘anha) in marriage to ‘Utaibah,
the son of his paternal uncle, Abu Lahab, just as her sister,
Sayyidah Ruqayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) was given in marriage
to ‘Utbah, the other son of Abu Lahab.

However, the marriage of both, Sayyidah Ummu Kulthoom
and Sayyidah Ruqayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anhuma) was not
consummated and they were not living with their husbands, as
they were still very young in age.

Divorce

When Allah Ta‘ala revealed Surah Lahab (the details of which
have passed under Sayyidah Ruqayyah [radhiyallahu ‘anha]),
Abu Lahab said to his sons, ‘Utbah and ‘Utaibah, “My face is
forbidden upon your faces (i.e. I do not want to see your faces)
until you divorce the daughters of Muhammad (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam).” Their mother, Ummu Jameel said to them, “Your
wives have left the religion of our forefathers, so divorce them!”

o}



Sayyidah Ummu Kulthoom (radhiyallahu ‘anha)

Hence, both brothers divorced the daughters of Nabi
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam).

Major Challenge

This was definitely a major challenge in the life of Sayyidah
Ummu Kulthoom (radhiyallahu ‘anha), who was a young girl at
that time.

Her marriage was terminated before it was even
consummated, despite her being completely innocent. She was
divorced simply because of the Deen of Islam and on account of
her father being the Nabi.

Imagine the mental trauma she must have experienced and
the difficulty she must have undergone.

Curse of Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)

‘Utaibah went even further in his hatred and animosity for Nabi
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam).

Despite him being the cousin of Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam), he went up to Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) and
said, “I have rejected your religion and I have divorced your
daughter. You do not love me nor do I have any love for you.” He
also spat on the blessed face of Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)
and attacked him tearing his kurta (upper garment).
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Role Models for the Muslimah #04

Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) must have obviously been
affected by this behaviour, and thus a du‘aa came out from his
blessed lips,

S o LS e Ll V'G'U‘ »
“0 Allah! Let loose one of your beasts upon him.”

Not long thereafter, ‘Utaibah was travelling with a caravan of
the Quraish towards Syria. When they stopped at a place called
Zarqgaa for the night, a lion walked nearby. ‘Utaibah became
perturbed and shouted out, “By Allah! This lion is going to eat
me as Muhammad (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) had said.”

This was the level of confidence that even a disbeliever had in
the words of Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam), because of his
truthfulness.

In order to protect ‘Utaibah, his people placed all their
belongings in the centre, and made ‘Utaibah sleep on top of it
while they slept around it. When they went to sleep, the lion
walked pass the rest of the group while smelling them, jumped
up and pounced on ‘Utaibah, biting his head and killing him.
(Tabraani - Majma‘uz Zawaaid #9890 and Dalaa-ilun Nubuwwah - Abu
Nu‘aim pg. 342)*

When Allah Ta‘ala decides to punish someone, especially
when he shows disrespect to Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam),
the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) or to the pious servants of
Allah Ta‘ala, nothing or no one can save that person from His

punishment.
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Undergoing Difficulties

Sayyidah Ummu Kulthoom (radhiyallahu ‘anha) had to also
endure the same hardships and difficulties that Nabi (sallallahu
‘alaihi wasallam) and the Sahaabah (radhiyallahu ‘anhum) had to
undergo in those early days.

Boycott

In the seventh year after Nubuwwah, the Quraish decided to
intensify their oppression and boycott Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam), his entire family and followers.

Sayyidah Ummu Kulthoom (radhiyallahu ‘anha) had to also
suffer this inhumane boycott together with her father, mother
and sister, Sayyidah Faatimah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) for three long
years.

When the beloved daughter of Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) had to undergo such severe difficulties in her young
days wherein every girl is filled with enthusiasm and aspirations,
how can we complain about a few small problems that we may
encounter in our lives.



Role Models for the Muslimah #04

Losing her Mother

As a result of the difficulties and hardships of those three years,
the mother of Sayyidah Ummu Kulthoom (radhiyallahu ‘anha),
Sayyidah Khadeejah (radhiyallahu ‘anha), fell ill and left this
world. (Al-Isaabah vol. 8, pg. 103)”

Another great difficulty for Sayyidah Ummu Kulthoom
(radhiyallahu ‘anha)! She was now without a mother - the
greatest challenge for a young girl.

It was only her and her younger sister, Sayyidah Faatimah
(radhiyallahu ‘anha), that were left with their father, Nabi
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam). Her eldest sister, Sayyidah Zainab
(radhiyallahu ‘anha) was already married and her second sister,
Sayyidah Ruqayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) had migrated to
Abyssinia with her husband, Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu
‘anhu). These two young girls were now the support for their
father and were taking care of the house of Nabi (sallallahu
‘alaihi wasallam).

What great difficulties were undergone by the royal
household for the sake of Deen! May Allah Ta‘ala reward them
with the best of rewards, aameen.

Migration to Madeenah Munawwarah

The day came when Allah Ta‘'ala gave permission to Nabi
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) to migrate to Madeenah
Munawwarah with Sayyiduna Abu Bakr (radhiyallahu ‘anhu).
F
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Sayyidah Ummu Kulthoom (radhiyallahu ‘anha)

Now these two young girls, Sayyidah Ummu Kulthoom and
Sayyidah Faatimah (radhiyallahu ‘anhuma), were left behind in
Makkah Mukarramah without a father and a mother. Imagine
their level of imaan and maturity!

After reaching Madeenah Munawwarah, Nabi (sallallahu
‘alaihi wasallam) sent his two freed slaves, Sayyiduna Abu Raafi’
and Sayyiduna Zaid bin Haarithah (radhiyallahu ‘anhuma), to
Makkah Mukarramah. He sent them with two camels and five
hundred dirhams (silver coins) to bring his daughters and his
respected wife, Sayyidah Saudah (radhiyallahu ‘anha), to
Madeenah Munawwarah. They migrated from Makkah
Mukarramah together with the family of Sayyiduna Abu Bakr
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu). (Tabaqgaat Ibni Sa’d vol. 8, pg. 62)**

5
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Marriage to ‘Uthmaan

(radhiyallahu ‘anhu)

Extremely Sad

After the demise of Sayyidah Ruqgayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha), in
the second year after hijrah, Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu
‘anhu) was extremely distressed and saddened by her separation
and even more saddened by the fact that his relationship as the
son-in-law of Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) had come to an
end.

Seeing him in this condition, Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)
said to him,

Logags 3T L Loy

“(0 ‘Uthmaan!) Why is it that I see you so concerned and worried?”

Greatest Difficulty

Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) replied, “O Nabi of
Allah (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)! Has anyone experienced a
calamity greater than my calamity? The daughter of Nabi
(sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam), who was my wife has left this world.

#5
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Sayyidah Ummu Kulthoom (radhiyallahu ‘anha)

My back has been broken and my relationship with you has

terminated (i.e. I am no longer your son-in-law).”

A Match Made in Heaven

Whilst this discussion was still taking place, Nabi (sallallahu
‘alaihi wasallam) said,

e astSTal gl el T 0T 8 ) e a0l 0 L 1 1 Olee Ly
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“0 ‘Uthmaan! Jibreel (‘alaihis salaam) has come to me with the
command from Allah Ta‘ala that I should get you married to her sister,
Ummu Kulthoom (radhiyallahu ‘anha), for the same dowry and the

same relationship which you had with Rugayyah (radhiyallahu ‘anha).”
(Usdul Ghaabah vol. 5, pg. 487)”

Allahu Akbar! Literally a match made in heaven. Allah Ta‘ala is
commanding that this nikaah should take place.

Hafsah (radhiyallahu ‘anha)

Certain narrations explain the sequence of events as follows:

Sayyidah Hafsah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) had also become
widowed, so her father, Sayyiduna ‘Umar (radhiyallahu ‘anhu),
approached Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) and
offered his daughter in marriage to him.

Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) replied, “Give me

some time to think about it!” After some time, he came back and
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Role Models for the Muslimah #04

said to Sayyiduna ‘Umar (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) “I do not intend to
get married right now.” (Saheeh Bukhaari #5122)*

When this news reached Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam), he
said,

((QLJ&yLLﬁﬁyJ&L&;Bc@dﬁ}}awécd)w&jﬁ‘ﬁ»

“Shall I not show ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) a woman who is better
for him than Hafsah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) and shall I not show Hafsah
(radhiyallahu ‘anha) a man who is better for her than ‘Uthmaan
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu)?”

Then Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) himself married Sayyidah
Hafsah (radhiyallahu ‘anha) and got Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu) married to Sayyidah Ummu Kulthoom
(radhiyallahu ‘anha).

Date

Sayyidah Ummu Kulthoom’s (radhiyallahu ‘anha) nikaah to
Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) took place in the third
year after hijrah, in the month of Rabee‘ul Awwal. (Al-Istee‘aab
vol. 4, pg. 507)”

Zun Noorain

Since Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) was married to
two daughters of Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam); Sayyidah
Rugayyah and Sayyidah Ummu Kulthoom (radhiyallahu

p.



Sayyidah Ummu Kulthoom (radhiyallahu ‘anha)

‘anhuma), he was known as “Zun Noorain - The possessor of two
lights.” (Al-Isaabah vol. 7, pg. 349)*

No Children

Sayyidah Ummu Kulthoom (radhiyallahu ‘anha) spent the next
few years of her life happily in the marriage of Sayyiduna
‘Uthmaan (radhiyallahu ‘anhu).

However, it was the decree of Allah Ta‘ala that they were not
blessed with any children. (Usdul Ghaabah vol. 5, pg. 486)*°

Another great lesson for the women of this Ummabh! If Allah
Ta‘ala does not bless a woman with children, then she should be
happy with His decision and not allow this to result in
depression or even causing a problem in her relationship with
her husband. Even the beloved daughter of Nabi (sallallahu
‘alaihi wasallam), Sayyidah Ummu Kulthoom (radhiyallahu
‘anha), was not blessed with children.

FAA)
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Demise

Date

Sayyidah Ummu Kulthoom (radhiyallahu ‘anha) passed away in
the ninth year after hijrah, in the month of Sha’baan. (Tabaqaat
Ibni Sa’d vol. 8, pg. 38)*°

Crying
Sayyiduna Anas bin Maalik (radhiyallahu ‘anhu) narrates:

“We were present at the burial of Sayyidah Ummu Kulthoom
(radhiyallahu ‘anha). Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) was
seated beside her grave and I saw tears flowing from the blessed
eyes of Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam).” (Saheeh Bukhaari #1285
& Fat-hul Baari vol. 3, pg. 203)”!

This was the third daughter of Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) to pass away and now the only surviving daughter
was Sayyidah Faatimah (radhiyallahu ‘anha).



Sayyidah Ummu Kulthoom (radhiyallahu ‘anha)

Ten Daughters

While standing at her grave, Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam)
said,

;;;;;

“Is there any father of an unmarried daughter or any brother of an

unmarried sister that he may get her married to ‘Uthmaan
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu)?”

Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi wasallam) then said,
COlaze gyl Lo S 5l6 0

“If I had ten daughters,  would have got them married to ‘Uthmaan
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu), (one after the other).

« Q.LQ.\M.“ Bl Yl 4-??,-})' \-"j »

“I only married him (to both my daughters) with the command of Allah
Ta‘ala.” (Tabraani - Majma‘uz Zawaaid #14515)*

Subhaanallah! What great virtue for Sayyiduna ‘Uthmaan
(radhiyallahu ‘anhu) and how pleased Nabi (sallallahu ‘alaihi
wasallam) must have been with the manner in which he treated
his blessed daughters!

May Allah Ta‘ala bestow Sayyidah Ruqayyah and Sayyidah Ummu
Kulthoom (radhiyallahu ‘anhuma) with the best of rewards, allow
us to follow in their noble footsteps and raise us in their company

on the Day of Qiyaamah, aameen.
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